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<5 SAW. > Wt. 5% on, 


TO THE 
Right Reverend Father in God, 


PETER 


Lord Biſhop of 
74TH and WELLS. 


My Lord, 


Addreſt the firſt Edition of this 
little Book to Tour Lordſhip, 
when Tou were newly declared 
hiſhap of this Dioceſs; and 

what I then writ was to Congratu- 

late Tonr I ordſhip, 1d to ſranify 

how happy 41 eſteemed this Clerp 'y 

and People, in ſach u rcl1tron. Totr 

Lordibip hath now govern d ſeveral 

years among us, and fully anſwer d 

the expectations of thoſe that knew 

low, and the defies of thoſe that 


The Epiſtle 


did not, in the \rifaom vie jul ice? 
of Tour MAKATOMENTS 3 io E}2T at 

this rime Acknou cedgments aremore| 
proper tha; Congratulations FO A! 
particularly, we ought with /un He: 
thankfulneſs to own lour Lordhb:;-;\ 
care and cal for the vrear Tatereft 
of the C hurch, aid kelizion twar 1: 
preſs in this Diſcourſe, the fucceſs 

of which hath been wery enconra- 

ging,and particularly in this place, 

where among about 1100 Communis 
cable perſons, Inhabitants of the) 
Three Pariſhes within this City, F 
gave the Sicrament this Falt Falter- 
to above 800 of 4 hem. T prov Gerd to 
continue, and to incri2{e 151 rium? 
ber; trough his gr- © + (helps 
hte ſ0 21ve VET: Potts CN Unr 0] 

the regulars." bs techs 
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Deaicatory. 


- ——— CORO 


|} have got 77 anſcripts enough for 
y ps la deje. 4 of ſuch,] commit= 
il _—_ ro the Preſs, and underſtand 

' lisce, 7/4.it God hath bleſt theſe poor 
4 E/ dos Urs in divers other places 
ak 1s i" JUCC eſs, mach be) ond Vy Ex> 
tr. PEcLar IONS, 


Y 


f I have oftenthought ſince of wri- 
F Hng other little Manaals, coacern- 
; ing Hearing, Prayer, Meditation, 
by and ſuch like, chiefly for themes 
ol thoſe of mine own Charge, with 
or Teference alſo 10 amore publick bene- 
«oft; but my great and conſtant bus 
meſs preacbing twice a week,and 
Fatte, Thee every day, and lmoFt 
' every bour of it, on the Church, or 
Y ether ſervicesof his Peopleguill not 


hitherto permi!. 


M1”. 


/ {: 


/ Th-ſ: are Times inw'ich our ut- 
f 


4 A 3 mot 


The Epilile 


moſt diligeace is necc(ſary not 9ly 
for the reducing the *ijlew wn the 
one hand, but for tre exciting t/:2 
(.olel,and Wnconcern > onthe other. 
Ard tis bard 0 ay f rom which the 
Church hath (uffercd more, either 
the miſtakes i Zc.t,or the want of 
it, We, car }.ordſhips Clergy of 
this Dioceſs.veiides the other com. 
mon conſiderations of Duty, and 
Spiritnal rewards, have the Iucen 
tives of Tour Lordſbips encourage 
ment and example ; and if we ar 
remiſs, our negligence will be in 
excuſeable, and our gnilt will be ag 
gr-rvated byour privelege. 


Vy Lord, / pray God give Ta 
tarther F-ccels im Tour pious endet 
wours for the zoad of this poor, bro 
ten,and divided Charch ; and mak 
441 the Miniſters of 1t, ftaithfull,ani 

indusirt 


Dedicatory. 


: /uſtrious in their great, aud moſt 
"-:ourable Calling ; that we may 


ga: y the favour and approbation of 
Gel, and then "tis no matter how 
we are IF eated, or {hought of by 


— verſe and ſenſual View. 'So 
ver prayeth an 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 


Moſt faithful and 


Moſt obedient Servant, 


Fop. Glanuu!, 


- 
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PEOPLE of my Charge. 


Aty tear Netghoours, 

{though We of the publick 
\1:miitry cannot expect to 
do mvch by our per ſualions 
ard cndeavours, inſuchan 

Age as this; Yet we ought to perſevere 

1N our Work Wit: Cuvrage and Reſo- 

I|1rion, and not {ufer our ſelyes to be 

overborn by any D:fhculties, or Dil- 

(O'1ragements Wiailorver ; For Duty 

LC.0ngs tO us, but Lyents unto God, 

who will reward the Labourers what- 

cver be the ſucceſs of their LaÞours. 

And as every vMinfer of Religton 

6::22ht to be active and reſolved in 

the Work and Pat.c:.ce of the Goſpel ; 
i2 he ſhall then Left acquit hivaſelf in 

It, when he ſtudics the proper needs of 

the Age, and Plice wherein he /ives, 

and accordingly directs his eadea”ours 

Lo provide for theni, Now there 1$ 

AS$ nothing 


ta 


In Carnelt Juvitation 


nothing, that | know, thatis wanted * 
more in our Days, chan a due ſenſe of _ 
the Ne-eſlity and Advantages of the 
Ho!'y Sacrement of the Lord s Supper, 
the gencral Negleft, not to {iy Con- 
tempt, of which, hath, | am per- 
{wade, been 1 great and ſau Occa- 
ſion "of toe Det.anchery ant Nittons | 
that are” manger n$5 - at: i vernty 


Laink, titre Could tie 5 & more 
ff Cv £4 ta rediice ns to Sobrie- 
ty and To rat d 7CQGUENT ANd Te- 
Ver-ng uf :5:,; divine Inſtitution. 


Frem this 311. 1162 | have earneſtly, 
and ofre; i. you ca near ':c witneſs) 
preſle:: this great Duty un0n your 
Conſciences, and aff: -Rtionately re-. 
commended it to your Pratice. 1 
have repreſented its Nat» with all 
poſſible Plamnefſs, and wirved its Ne- 
ceſſiy with a Vigour in ſomes meaſure 
{uitable to {c greit an Occ. 0 5 lhave 
told you Lhe 42277 of SH neglect 
on the one hand, and the benefirs of 
dne performance, ©:. 2 other; but 
notwithitanaine +1: , - ler are £00 


z 


M231 of y Ou Chat 1cent {\L inſeniile, 
and 


- 
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fo the Lovd's Dripper. 
# and unconcerned. 1 have publickly 
deiired tnoie that are either 2gn07a777 
or 4.ſſ1ti-f:d,9 accept of my private 
help and inltrauCtion, and have offer'd 
them the utmoſt of my aſſiſtance for 
their better information and direCtion, 
And after all rnis, | know not what [1 
can do more to ſerve you in this great 
intereſt of yours, except I put ſome. 
thing into your hands that may be 
ever with you, and that you may con- 
ſider on all occations. - Publick Teach- 
nos, by wordof mouth, are too much 
looked upon as cuſtomary Exerciſes,and 

on that account they loſe their force 
with ſome; andthegreatelt part even 

of the better Auditors cannot Keep 
their minds lo cloſe and intent, to a 
Diſcourſe ſpoke», as to receive it inits 

. fullevidence and power; or though 
tac hearers are never lo ditigent and 
{crein!, our words are forgotten 
om aly, and the affections that they 
141t2, vaniih without any conl:derable 
ef... upIn tneir wilis. For which 
[04190S I have reſolved upon this 
(.147ſe, to calt ſome of the plain 
FLngs 


b 
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thiags | have preach concerning the | 


Holy Sacrament Wo Writing 3 Ivar 
thoſe who zre unfit for that great 
duty by reaſon of Jenorarce, may have 
the propereſt means of Inſtruction 
that i cat! provide for them always 
intheir power, and when they pleate, 


before their eyes: And that thoſe. 


that aep;ive themicives of the Benchts 
ci this molt cxcellent Ordinance by 


- 
*> 


reaſon of the A7i/ties of their erring 


nncerflancings 3 may alſo hive the 
moſt ſvirable neip | can give, towards 
the ſetting their 72ins right, and the 
Feccorne ling tem 0 their Privilege, 
and their Luc ; 

For theſe parnpol.s, 1 hall (as my 


IT31NCi t>5 ) R x þ/ h cſeut war! have TO | 
ſay, inticmolt diffi and cafie way | 


| can cortrive avoiding 3) thintvs 
that are Pi, eter in notion ON ev- 
prejſion ; and ſtrive, as near as 1s nof- 
lible, to ſneak ail =long to the 110K 
Ordinery arderſtzndinss. For | lock 
upG: pammneſs as the beſt dreis for 


Truti, and my great care and endea- | 


Your conſtantly is, to be underſtood 
os 


* 


CY WT En 


Wy 


fo ite Lozds Dupper. 


by all, «$ «1 as the ft zject will bear. 


In the j:riuit of what | intend, 1 
mean, by Gods hlielp to procced in 
this order. 

(1) 1 ſhall diſcourſe with all con- 
veiient brevity, and plainneſs, the 
N.1:ure and Deſign of the Loras Supper. 


(2) Give tie General Keajons to 
1{orce the Duty ; under woich head, 
| ihali apply my ſelf tro two ſorts of 
Retulers, wiz. Thoſe that neglect 
(1) On the account of pure careleſreſs, 
anu ſtupidity, and (2) Thoſe that Rand 
oft upon the {core of 11ſtakes of Con- 


ſcience. 


In treating witn the former, I ſhall 
ſhew that their obilinite ref: i{al rakes 
off all pretence they can have 10 
Chriſtianity, and Puts them into the 
ſtate of Infidels and He2thens ; yea 1n- 
to2 orſe condition than that of mer 
unbelievers, AS £0 the other fort,v1e. 
The 4i].::tef2d in Conſeit ace , | (hail 
cCOM{tUer their Keaſons 1; 41s LO ommirt- 
e 7132.8 ACCOLUINE to the way of our 
Caurch, and tuew that they are 10 

juſtifiable 


z 


6 


An Earneſt Jnvitatton 
juſtifiable Grounds, why they ſhould re- ! 
fuſe to join with us in that ſolemn part 


of Chriſtian worlhip. 


_—__— —_— —  — 
— On __ ——  — - ——_— — _— ——— TY] —— 
—— 


GM AT. I 


Begin with the Firſt, The Vatare 
of the Lo d's Supper. Concerning 
this, there hath been an infinite diver- 
ſity of Opinions and Diſputes; tne 


be 
, 
1 


effects of which differences have been 


mach Noiſe, and many Tunis, 
Schijms and Wars, with a vaſt heap of 
miſctiefs and calamities to the Chrt- 
ftian World: 1 ſhall not theretore 
troable you with any thing of needlets 


controverſie, or notion, on this ar-_ 


gument; bat ſtate it fo far only, as it 
relates 9 practice; and | ſhall take all 
| dave to fay atoitit from the Word of 
God, tat bei! Rule to guide us 1n the 
Enqui:ty. Andif diſputing Men would 
63vC 09871 CONtent WIL 75 Geclarations 
mn th.s :natter, all the trouble and 
mCi! 5 pren avoided. Bat this 

latin 


Aa 
* 
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to the Lozd's Supper. 


hath been rhe miſery ; ſome govern 
their thoughts of this Holy Inſtituti- 
on hy corrupt and novel Traditions , 
and c:e7s by meer vain and arbitrary 
Fancies;, Yea, Thoi who }. ce been 
right inthe Tan, haye yer ſo rngle! 
the plain rrnth Witt  aftor Lo 7 
ken of It 19 20ch a prant, I -- 
ecric1n Wey . that ordin:: y bor 
ſtandings have | >a confounde. , ind 
thoſe that ar: fns Jown rIght Senſe; 
without the mix: orcs of Im2y ination, 
have not been adic ro tel] what to 
rake of char, which they heard de- 
{cribed in ſuch a fanciful and var'- 
ous Faſhion. 1 his particvlarly hath 
been my own caſe; I had heard men 
preach iT fumourſomly, and ſo di- 
ve: 1; about the Sacrament ;, fo much 
out ot their an heads, and {ſo little 
Oit of Lie Nracies of God, 1 hat was 
quitc 2ewiicred and lolt, and came 
at !>{t ro that paſs, that | tzew norbing 
@cah of tt, which Ignorance, and con- 
fulion c:tiohts,, was the natural 
effect of i:.n diſcourſes; For when 
mer v:Ce tamole 1:1 the way of phraſes, 
meraphors, 


7 
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metaphors, and conceits, as they loſe | 
then elves, ſo they perfectly dale i 
| ard ainaze thoſe others whom they | 
'F ſhould inſtruct. 1 therefore berook { 
| my ſelf to the plain expreſſion. of Scrip- | 
zare Concerning this matter z in them 
 Ifound an ealy 2ccount of the 7arzre | 
and deſion of this ulvine Ordinance, 
Ard whither ſhall! we go to cnguire 
after it, but to the words of /n/t;: utivn | 
themſelves! Thee | ſhall conſider fi-/t, 
and then gather tozether thoſe other 
paſſages of Scripture, which tend to 
the further explication of 1t. 
1. The words of laſtitation are 
Mat. 26. \ Tie Eat, This 1: my Body. | 
v.26. And Drini ye ailof ut. For thu | 
1s my Blood of the New Teſtament, v. 2.7, 
28.] To which 1s added in the Goſ. 
pel of St. Lute( Do this in Rene brance © 
of mee} Luke 22. 19. Thrteſe words [. 
ſrall ſeverally explain, ard then inferr 
trom them what is the A'zture and De- 
ſign of the holy Appointment. 
Lake, Tir, This iv mp BU ——— 


And, Avis 1s my Blocd——- KEcre [ 
take Notice, That B-.d> end Bib 
co 


| 


vs 
"y 


© Ge mn {þ 


to the Lo2d's Supper. 
195 notrelate to the vg and +#V ;ne, 
bat to the Jdions, Ex and Diink, 
3S appears plainly in the 
*-Or1 Lt: nal; 118 not this * Ts70, 20t 
Breed, ond this Wine, are t7@ + 
my 59) and Bio.a, but 
The: acramental a ing ANA ' drinkang of 
Ir. Ins Chrilt's bady and Eluo1, VIZ. 
His Inc orion and Skj/erings are re- 
preſented to us. Apd yet by a Figure, 
the conſecrated F'eigents iy be 
call'd his body and blood allo \ > ie 
Format the ezting the Paſch.: >npper 
was, This is thebread of affliftion which 
07 Fathers did cat in E egypt; Not the 
very ſame, but a Memorial of i It, and 
the State of Bondage from which they 
were Uclivered. Thus, Cor. 10. 3,4 
Manna 1s called ſpiritual i bi eau, and HA 
Rock. ſpiritual drinks and that Rock, 
Ci:1ft: Not that they could poſlibly 
ce {51n the [, etter, bur they ſignified 
ah it [iirirual food, and were tokens of 
it > Preſence. And thus the S4- 
er..9,crral Bread ard Huw may be 
10 ns Body ard Blood, that IS, Fi 


ar and Kerri ſemations of them ; and 


that, 


9 
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that, not barely of his Sufferinzs, but} 
*Þ ( as the * Father notes ) of 
afil. X E EY 
ali the Myſteries of the n-| 
carnation which are ſrgmificd and in-! 
claded, Thus anciently the Elements} 
were call « Figures 5 Symbols, Image Y 
ſenſible things inſtead of ſprritual , and' 
we know 'tis in common ule to cally 
the Pi&ure by the name of that 1t re-; 
preſents, as thisisw Man, and that a' 
Bird or Beaſt. $0 that there is no; 
ground for the Doctrine of 7ranſub 
ftantiation in theſe words, as the Ro-, 
man Church pretends. Butl wave dif- 
putes, and come to the next expreſli- 
on to be conſider d. 
([ This is the Nw Teſta. 
* Ajz9x%y. ment, or * Covenant in m)! 
Blood] viz. The Sn - 
and Seal of the Covenant made in his: 
Blood ; a Covenant wherein God enga- 
ged to beſtow on us pardon of Sin, 
and Eternal Life; and we promiſe faith- 


ful and ſincere obedience : Thus in the 


eldeſt times, Eating, 


and Drin:gue 


_ were Covenant Rites ; As we may fee 


in the compacts between 7ſaac and' 
Abime- 


<—_— 


to the Lozd's Supper. 


Abimilech, Gen. 26. 3 And beriveer, 
Facob and Laban, Gen. 21 4.4.45. $0 
that the Sacrame.it iS 10: a Are Son, 
but 'tis the Szalof Gods fgrac'o: 3 Co- 
zenart made With us :a his Sou. 

[D? this fn Kemen:bvcance of Pe.) 
It Mth always bee: uſual to com- 
memorate, and remenm'-e1 Eziicfaccors 
anc great Meroies b ' «ffs and Feſt; 
(45, Ihe Heathens 
had their * Feafftyin » ;, .: Jus 
memory of thei © gas 
Heres; And <(he 
Pafſoner. 2 T ypeof :/15 Supper , was 
appoimed t': preſerve .he memory of 
the 1/-.:c/1re: deliverance out of Foypr, 
Exod. 12. 14. The Lamb was eate: 
with &1tt*r herbs , TO Commenioate the 
bitterneſs cf their 12ivitade:; the Red 
Wme was a Remembraiice of their 
Blog which Fharaon {pii.: and rhe 
xr: rid orcad, tO remembcr them, 
ti: 14) carried ſuch on! of Egypt at 
Lieu Go partie: And cus our ble(- 
le! $27viour hat] appointed this holy 
hicto Impriv 01 $ the memory of 
V.iat be hatn 49G and /z*fered for us, 

that 


IJ 
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that wc inight not forget our Dclive- 
rance Dy him froin a bondage greater 
Lien Egyptian. 

Ard now from theſe main pallages 
thus explained, 'tis ealte to infer, 
That 

&thiS:'crament of iii nds Supper 
ts a Memorial Feaſt, a;p-rr.:6v tz 8 
(oien:n Ag:rmbanree rf Cvath onr 
4:0; and e Seal i file Covenant ihal 
G-d Yarch made with 1 in vm. 

Two things then it 1s pr::cipally 
deſigned for, ( 1) to X-mcmber us of 
onr Lord and Saviour, and (2) to be 
a Seal of the Covenant of Grace. Of 
each briefly, 

(1) *Tis for a Remembrance not 
ozly of his Perſon, or only of his Suf- 


ferings, or any other particular part 


of his Miniſtry; but we are by it re- 
quired thankfully and afettionately to 
call to mine, Al! that he hath done, 
and 2/! that he hath ſafered; His Life, 
Deittrine, and Laws: As Paſſion, Ke- 


furriftion, and Afteriſton 5, Ris F:itory 


over Sin, Dc.ur, and Hell; and the 


QVAC3 I, EAT: 100; [h5t Gou hath made 


with 


tothe Le2d's Dtipper. 


with us throngh him : Theſe are all 
included in his Body and Blood, (as | 
intimated before) of which the Holy 
Sacrament 1S. a Sign, and Acmorial : 

And the remembrance of rhe/e, which 
we are called to by theDivir {: [tirutt- 
er, Is not only ſome /liehe ap. pſſing 
thoughts, Int a /ulemy and wot | jertous 
fixing of rhem up or. our minds, in or- 


cer 19 the nifl}miyg of our AﬀeCtions 
with lofe. ant our wills RO reſoli1- 


57, that. we may live *0iwerably 


to:hat excellent Religion oi the Holy 
Jeſus which we profck, 


(2) Tis the $:4ul of a Covent, The 
New Teſtament in my hes, ] The Co- 
qt 18, That Gud vill give 24: d0n 
of Sin, and Eternal Lito u-p218 the 
conditions of Faith aud Re HO Ce. 
This Ze /els to us In the Srameunt, 
al a allures us, that he, ivr bz; Dart, 
w1li: make good his Promiſe. and weon 
0, ſeal, that we will endeavour to 
pertorm the conattio!:s, Jo that the 
Loras Supper 18 a Sacramervt by which 
we confirm thoſe engageinents we are 
ettred into at Bapriſom, Þ{ her; our Sare- 


TiC 


I * 
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ties undertook for us, that we ſhould : C 


be faithful in the Coverant; and in '* 


this holy Ordinance we take all choſe 1 þ 


obligations upun 9zr ſelves, and in our 
own pertons promite to act according 
to them. 


Thus plainly, ard in ihort, 1s the. 


Natre and Deſten of the Holy Sacra: 
merit ; COncernitig which there are 


t9me other expreſſions in Scripture, 


which i ſha!l conſider driefly, in order 


co the further Explication of che Sa- 


cred Myſtery. The chief are theſe. 

'Tis called (1) The Cup of bleſſing, 
1 Cor. 10.16. (2) The Communion 
of the Body and Blood of Chri#t, 1 Cor. 
10. 16. And in the Duty 'tis faig 
(3) That we ſhew the Lord's Death, 
1 Cor. 11.26. 

(1) The Cup of Bleſſing, v4. Of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving. Our Saviour 
Mat. 26. Gave thanks when he took 
the C#p. The Jews uſed to conclude 


| their Paſchal Supper witha Cup ol 


Wine, at which time they ſung an 
Hymn, and therefore called it the 
Cf 


” 
ww eo Om © am a Gn om. 


t 


2 
[ 
V 
n 
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to the Lozwd's Diipper. I5 
; Cup of Praiſing and 
{X Bleſſing. And the ; * TloTnecoy 
; Heathens alſo after vncrvs » 
? thei = Feaſts had EVAINAS. 
their * Cups of * Aal 
raiſe to their gods; 5; = - 
' which ſome take to Jv; owned. 
be the Cp of Devils 
mention'd by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10. 
'21, Sothatby this we are taught to 
remember our Lord at his Table, 
witi yraiſe and grateful acknowledg- 
ments: And therefore the Ancients 
from hence call'd the Lord's Supper,the 
Holy Encharift , namely, a Feaſt of 
 Thanksgtving, and the Solemnity was 
always attended with an Hymn of 
Praiſe. 
(2 ) Communion 
( or * Communication ) * Kovaria. 
uf the Buby and Blood 
of Chaift , viz. The Sacrament is a 
Sacred Kite, in which God communi- 
cates and imparts to all worthy Re- 
ceivers, the Benefits of Chriſts Incar- 
natios and Sufferings. He doth then 
attfie, confirm , and ſolemnly exhibit 
them, 


I 6 
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them, to thole tht duly atten 141-0n 
that Divine Appointment. 

(3) L As ufien as re Af —— 
pe do {þew tbe Lozt” & death Jviz ( | De. 
clare unto men, with joy ac lor y1ng, 
that we believe he died for ſacl we 
poſes, anuthat hz hath procured In- 


eſtimable benefit for us by hb {22ath, 
That th: recors we will 4G: is, and 
Rickuntu him ; and fot tv onior dear, 
wor life ſhall ſcrwateus * 5.4.6 8 of 
God in Chri” Yo our ford Ac 
(2) imports Our {LEW INF 2n.t decla- 


ring t91-alio unto God, art 1.1eading 
It With inn tor his 1/612 10M, and his 
gr.ice, for the fake of rthiti:eritoriouw 
Pallion Wi th welet forth, and com 
memorate. Ticie pages fail underſy 
the acconnt | have before given of th 
Ordinance, and flizw how we ar? to 
Remember Gur Lord in it, and what web 
may expect 7 10 done, 
Thus hbrietily of the 

{gn of the Sacr.ncot. ! intght hare 
run the {3 alttci iro 2 * 101749 þ 
but I relolve or; as [; a [! 
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have ſaid, you will find ail chia LS LANA! 
ar 
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1 hre neceſſaryand eſſential to the Orai- 
ance ; For the nicities and arſputes that 
-=Hre about it, you need not trouble 
your ſelves with them ; But ſo much 
' (of itas | have repreſented (I mean in 
"-ſthe ſubſtance of the particulars) ris 
ic you ſhould know : And therefore 
1. ſintreat you, eſpecially thoſe of the 


dhnore ordinary underſtandings, to re- 


turn back and fix your thoughts a 
0 fwhile upon thoſe periods; and read 
«\Mhem over and over again4till you have 
aa clear and diſtintt apprehenſion of the 
18Wubject they explain. I know the 
whoughts of moſt are very confuſed, 
Wand much in the dark about it, and 
n-gwhile they are /o, they cannot demean 
Fhemſlelves as they ought in the per- 
formance of the Duty, nor receive 
[0Fhoſe benefits that otherwiſe they 
"(might from it. I beſeech you there- 
\ Wore not tocontent your ſelves with 
a ſingle, and running reading; Many 
«Divine Truths will not enter into our 
'C\minds at firſt ſight ; or if they do,they 
 'fare gone as ſoon as they are received : 
13%. Though they are never ſo plajnly ex- 
at B Lrelt, 


-”. 
I 7 


Ka) 


out of Memory, except we refley 


fore you will do your ſelves this rig 
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preſt, yet they many times ſeem da F 
till we ſbok again; or thongh the 
{ſtrike our Minds fully, yet they pd 


and think them over; | hope the 


And 1 thus urge you to Conſliderati 
of my: Accounts, not as if I fanſie 
had ade any diſcoveries in the 
which were not made before; {N 
Theſe are known things amongti 
Intelligent ſort of Chriſtians) Bu 
do It, becauſe I ſpeak to the mean 
and leſs i improved underſtandings. 
perhaps from the Repreſentation 
the Aﬀair which I have given , 
others alſo may receive the advant: 
of a clearer order and method to tie 
thoughts, and be delivered from m 
unneceſſary and uncertain notions 

they have imagined to be of g 
conſequence to be belteved and know 


when either they are not rc, or if 
conſiderable. | 


CHA; 
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Come now to the main thing I de- 
ſign, viz. (IU) To wee this great 
Duty which I have thus explain'd, 
$2nd to do what I can to perſwade you 
Eto the conſcientious practice of it. 
Now there are two things that com- 
monly oblige men to aCtion, namely, 
$ Conſiderations of D!!t-, and of Jn- 
Breceſt. And there are both here in the 
higheſt degr ee, to engage us. I ſhall 
ditcourſe of each. 
(1) We have the Motive, an 
Reaſon of Dutp,and Duty in. ſuch Cir- 
g cumſtances, as have the greateſt O2- 
Q ligation 1n them. A LORD, who 
& bath all 7724t to our obedience both by 
nature, and by dear purchaſe, hath com- 
l manded ns to do this, Ard, A SAYVT- 
OUR, who hath reſcued us from the 
" Jaws of Hell- and Death, and hath 
- procured for us endeſs life and glory; 
hath required it of us. Here is the 
b Aurhorty oi uſe Power, and the Obliga- 
2 1107 
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tion of aſtoriſhing Love. Weare boy 


acknowledgment of his Love. 
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by the ſubmiſſions we owe a Sovereig, 
Lord, and by the gratirxde we oweH, 
adorable Benefattor. The Sn of Goſh. 
the King of both the Worlds, the Mf . 
acemer of Men, *tis He that comman 

and his Commandnents are not gr 
vous, had he put upon our necks 
yoke heavier than the Jewiſh Cerey 
71es, had he injoin'd a greater numb 
of coſtly and laborious Rites than tholff 
and required ſo many of ſuch ſervia 
from us, as would have taken up 
our tine, and imployed all our ſtrengt 
and wearied all our powers; Yet the 
we ought to have obſerved withe 
repimiizg ,, and thought all bur // 
homage to his Greztneſs , and ſn 


theſe had beennorhing in compare wi 
what ke hath done for us freely wit 
out merit or. obligation ; Nothing, 
his leaving the boſom of the Fathdſhh; 
and the glories of the upper work 
And the Hallelujahs of the bleſie@c 
Nothing, to his deſcending to a wort}, 
of Infamy and woe; Nothing, to I: 
ſufferus 


Ll 
kw. 


to the Lozd's Supper: 2: 
foffering the ſcorns and contradictions 
pf Sinners, the death of the Croſs, 
and the wrath of God : So that we 
ad been wretchedly ungratefal 
ould-we have ſtuck at any of rheſe, 
"Mr as much as mur-wred at them : Bur 
zur Lord hath not given vs any ſuch 
rial of our Love, and obedience ; 
e hath deliver'd the world from 
he Yoke of Ceremonial bondage ; 
Ind (beſides Bpriſm) hath appoint- 
| hut t-45 one Rite for us to obſerve ; 
\ Rite, that is neither rrovbleſom, nor 
oftly, tedious, nor laborions. And what 
Trodigies of baſeneſs ſhall we make 
ur ſelves, if we refuſe to take notice 
ft this his gracious Inſtitution ? With 
phat face can we look up and call our 
elves by his name? How ſhamefully 
re we upbraided by the praCtice of 
boſe we count barbarous ? Let us look. 
broad intothe world and conſider the 
noſt brutiſh Idolators: They will cut 
err beloved fleſh, and burn their 
Kareſt children, and ſometimes ſuffer 
hemicives to be cruſh'd ro death by the 
Malrlages that bear their 1dols, he- 
; B 3 caule 
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canſe their Infernal Gods require, : 
are pleaſed with ſuch refihſiwinicss 
their homage: Hath the Devil ſud} 
ob ſequious Servants ? Are thoſe Cray 
Rites, which he appoints, obſerv 
with ſo much duty? Will thoſe pac 
wretches do, and ſufter any thing 
rather than diſplcaſe their :ely Dy 
ties ? And are we Chriſtians, "7 
{ed Servants of the Son of Ged, 
Sove-ign and Redeemer, and do we nt | 
lect this his main, juſt, and gracious þy 
pointiment ? Is th too muchto dot 
him! And do we owe him ſo much! 
than Carnnibals do their Idol: ? Ce 
tainly thoſe men of the Deſarr, the 
Tia Savages of the Woods, ſhall ri 
up 1n rudgnient with ſuch a Generarl 
of pretending Chriſtians, and ſhall coſ 
Cemn 1t. Methinks their 4iligen 
And exztreſsinthoſe hard and paint 
ſervices,ſhould cover us with bluſhik 
wy CONF 90, at our careleſneſs al 
;eglectof the elite Duty our Lordn: 
cuircs from us : For we itallſ egr 
1eato:) to he aſhamed of our oe 
orS; if we conlider, ; 
The 
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That our bleſl.d Redeemer had 
lived a life of pz erty and aiſhonour for 
{ our ſakes: Be i; id inſtrudted us in the 
> Way of Happine!s by his excellent 
| Dotrive and Preceyts, and had gone 
before us in an incomparable Ex.mple ; 
And now he was ju!lt about to c0-7 leet 
FS his Love, by oferins hinlelf unto 
& Death, to deliver us from #, and 
thereby to give an Inſtance of the 
moſt amazing goodrels thit ever was: 
Ar this time he en'oins his I3.iciples 
Yto do ſomething in Remembrance of 
him. And Lord! What is ſufficient 10 
Moe dove in memory of ſuch Love? Had 
"be required the deareſt of our blood, 
4 and the chojce5t of our ſubſtance to be 
oſtercd to him in Acknowledgement, 
.# ſhould we have thought /#«ch demands 
al rea ſonale ? Would ordinary inge- 
Anuity have ſcrupled to mike thoſe 
- $ dacrijices for ſich Kindneſs? Bat he 
8 calls not for theſe, He looks for no 
pl f-vorn of our Bears, nor chief of 
rej Or Fiore, No, He appoints only a 
Fl of Memorial, and commands us 

0 TTEICMUET 11. Love in rbat ; And 


hi D 4. (hall 


jeftion to Chrift be not only a Complek 
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ſhall we not obſerve him in ſo ſmall 
matter ? hath he not deſerved to be res 
membred by us, or do we know anj 
vetter way, to ſignify our Remem#} 
brance of him, than that which himf 
{e]f hath preſcribed? Should we naf 
doas much as this, at the requeſt of ar 


 oramary dying Friend ? And 1s not thei 


greateſt and the beſt that ever Creature! 
had, worthy of ſuch a Teſtimony of Afi 
feftion from us ? 1 am ſure there is no 
one can be ſo brutiſh as to deny the 
Jjuſineſs of the Duty, and methinks non 
ſhould be ſo unworthy as to refuſe 
compliance with it, I beſeech you 
therefore, if the Conſiderations of Duty 
can do any thing with you : If ther 
be any Obligation in the higheſt Autbo 
rity, if there be any Allurement in tity 
ſmeetet Love; if your profeſſion of ſubh 


ment, and if he have any real interelf 
in your Souls, give this proof then 
your being in earneſt ,, that which yol 
would be thonohr;refule no more of hu 
Invitations, negle&t no more of hu 


Calls; conſider the e.xpre//ze/s of his 
Com-+ 
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Command, and that this Law is pecu- 
liarly his: His m ſuch a ſenceas (Bap- 
tiſm excepted) no other Law is, For 
his ozhcr Injunctions are but Enforce- 
ments of the Laws that God hath writ- 
{ ten in the Ola Scriptures, and in Our 
| hearts; but this is his own proper 
Commandment ; by obeying him in 
this, we particularly own him as our 
Law-gruer , and by refuſing we re- 
nounce hum. 

But if the Conſiderations of Duty 


& ſhould not prove ſo powe: ful with 


þ you, there are others which generally 
uſe to be of more force, namely, thoſe 


# taken from our Intcreft. Ard here, 


(11) 1 deſire you to conſider the 
# great Benefits that a worthy Commu- 
wb Nicant receives from the holy Sacra- 
\ ment. Thisis not a meer barren Ce- 


e& remony, or unprofitable Rite, but an 
þ 1:\trument and Means to provuce and 


| fo convey unſpeakable bleſſings to us. 

ik Here we recelve, 

| ( 1 ) Confirmation of our Faith: All 

ob habits are encreas'd by being exerciſed. 

5 And this Ordinance requires great ex- 
EZ 22d ercifes 


a, 


ſorrow for Sin. 2. Confeſſion of it; 
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erciſes of the Grace of Faith : For here 
we make a ſolemn Declaration of it, 
and thereby bind 1t ſtronger upon our 
Souls. And to the exerciſe of this Dz- 
vine Gr.ce, and the ſincere and publick - 
profeſlion of it, there is no doudt but | 
God will ſnper-agd his ſpecial aid and 
bleſling, that out of wetknrefs it may be 
made ſtrong. $0 that if your Faith be. 
weak, and trembling , it you are per- 
plk:xd with vexations , doubts, and: 
temptations to unbelief, apply your 
{elves to this holy Ordinanceas to the, 
proper remedy. Declare your Faith,' 
and pray for more. If you believe, 
God will help your «belief, Mark 9.25. 
(2) Our Kepentance will be height- 
ned by our due Communicating at 
the Lords Table, and that in reſpea 
of all its great Afts, viz, 1. Senſe and 


# 


and 3. Averſation from it. For the: 
firſt. 


(1) Theev! of Sin 1s never ſo wel 
diſcerned as in its effeCts. 1t is ſweet in 
the mouth, but bitter in the belly : And: 


there 15 no greater evidence of its vile; 
nel 


to the £02d's Supper. 
neſs and malignity, than that we have 
in the {ufferin,;s of our Lord, which 


_ are ſet before ns 1n the holy Sacrament, 


And certainly S1n mult needs be an ac+ 
curſed thing ( faith the conſidering 
Communicant ) T hat the bleed Teſus 


wuſt thus be made a Curſc for it; that 


is doubtlels a mighty evil, that can- 
not be explated but by the Blood of 
God : And Sin, without queſtion, hath 
unſpe:Kavle malignity 11 1t, fince it 
lat fuch a load of Wrath upon the 
Shoulders of Omnipotence, «as wade 
him complain, and ſweat, and groan, 
ard die. The good man hath never 
ſucha ſenſe of the evil of fin, as when 
heis awakened by the /1c25 and mares 
of Chriit's Sy7crimgs, and when he 
ſees it Writ In Charatfers of Blood. 
Beitdes the baſercſs and 127atitude of 
SiN 15 raade evicent In ail tie Repre- 
ſentations of tne divin2 Love which 
ic have attke Lords Ta'ie: Welſee 
there, that It 1$ an abuſe of the Sreate[c 
aid molt tender Goodnels, and there 


- 1s nothing that more affe*ts inzenuous 


5004s, than the Senſe of juc) unwor- 
Laineſs, 
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thineſs, and this will beget the [vel 
ef and moſt kindly ſorrow. They ſhall 
look npon me whom they have pierced, and 
they ſhall mourn, Zech. 12.10 The ren. F 
dereft grief ariſeth from the apprehen. ? 
tion of abxſed Gooaneſs: And the more [ 
Ingenuous Spirits are ſooner brought :. 
to be troubled for their fins by a ſenſe | 
of Mercy than of Terrors, Now there ! 
1s nothing that gives a truer or great- | 
er Repreſentation of Divine Grace and | 
Kinaneſs, than the Holy Sacrament, 
and therefore his 1s a very effectual. 
means to beget and increaſe a perzen- | 
tial ſenſe and ſorrow for ſin. And upon 
this, | 

( 2) Follows Confeſſion, which is. 
one Expreſſion of theſe : The appre- , 
henfion of an angry Majeſty drives 2 
Sinner to Deſperation, and prevents , 
his Confeſſion. When the Lord askt þ 
the Man in the Goſpel with ſome ſe- þ 
verity, How cameſt thou hither , not | 


pes! 


[N 


having a wedding Garment ? He was| 


ſpeechleſs. Terrors beget ſtupitying 
Fear, which ſtops the mouth, and. 
dams up all the paſlages to, and from ; 


, 


the | 
2 
\# 
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the $0u], whereas the Diſcoveries of 
Goodneſs and Mercy open the hearr, 
and melt the Seal upon the Lips: 
They invite Supplications, and beget 
Confeſſions, and therefore the Sacra- 
ment, Which isa Memorial of the grea- 
teſt, ſweeteſt, and freeſt Mercy, tends 
in the nature of it. to the producing 


hamble Confeſſions and Acknowledpg- 


ments : And it doth it likewiſe, 

(3) Asto the Averſation of Repen- 
tance by the ſame way. The top and 
perfeftion of Repentance is to tarn 
from our evi! ways; God invites his 
People to 1hzs, by the Argument that 
1s moſt powerfully prelſcd upon ns in 
the Sacrament, namely, 7: * his 


pardoning mercy and kindne/. urs 
thou dackfliding Hrael, — fd } i: n0t 
cauſe mine enger to fall ugcr 511001973. 


12. His readinels to paruwi !5 the 
great Motive to return, and the S.:cra- 
ment 1s the Sealof the Covenant of Par- 
don. Deſpair of Mercy keers Men on 
18 a ſinful courſe. Thou faijt there is 
no h.pe, ſay they in the Prophet, Fer. 
2.25, They thought Litir caſe deſpe- 

rate, 


Ne 


—_—  _— © 


An Carncſt Tnvitkation 


rate, and it follows, 7 have loved ' 
ſtrangers, ind after them will T £9. The 
Devils perlift irreclatmably in " 
hatr.d of God and Goodneſs, bec 
the unalterable Sentence 1s palt ak | 
them: And if men come once to quit | 
their Hopes of Happineſs, they wil} al- + 
ſoin a ſhort time quit the thonghts of |: 
God ard Virtue, and five themſelves . L 
up to the Swing of their Appetites ! 
and Inclinations. Whereas on the þ 
other ſide, Hope 1s the great Ercon- - 
ragewent and Spring of Endeavor, and | 
where this is enlivencd | by a full and | 
girick Senſe of pardoning Goodneſs, | 
{ht Soul will feel a 17ghry Mortve to 
rector; and turn from Sin, Now the 
Sacrament 1S the Sel of that Covenant 
vhich a{lares us of Grace and Pardon, + 
ard the ſirincſt Gro:nd of our beſt |. 
hopes , and moſt glorious ExpeCtati- | 


ons. Thus the Grace of Renentance | 
Tecelves increaſe In al! its E. vercifes, | 
from this Divine Taſtiinion : And fo f 

Goth, 
(3) Trat other moſt excellent 
Grace, Love, DOLN as It relates, 1. to 
Go1 , | 
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\ Gol, and 2. to our Neighbour. 


(1) In the Holy Sacrament the /My- 


ſeries of Divine Love are unfolded in 


- all their Circumſtances of Wonder. 
; There we ſee pardoning , i edceming, 
' bleeding, aying Love: Love, ſuffering 
+ forall our ſakes ; and Love procuring 
 allthings for our Intereſts ; Love de- 
t, ſcending to the Grave and Hell, and 
+ Love triumphing over both : Love 
| leading Captivity captive, and obtaining 


" gifts for men, Light, Lite, and a glort- _ 


ous Immortality. Sxch Love, and 
Love beyond what we can ſay, and be- 
yond what we can think, is repreſen- 
ted at the Holy Sacrament, and this 
muſt needs hre every Soul that is not 


as cold as the Earth, and as dead as 


the Grave. Love begets love, and 
one Flame kindles another. And if we 
think of this Love, and conſider it as 
we ought when we come to the cnter- 
tainment of Love, tis wonid excite 
our Aﬀections, and turn our Souls 10- 
to holy Flames, and io our arad Pow- 
ers will ive, and our dull ſleepy af- 
tections will awake into new ſpirit and 
VIEOUT : 
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vigour: We ſhall live by Love, ang 
aCt by Love till we are received intoi 
the earneſt Emvoraces of Love, and: 
ſwallowed up in that immenſe Oce., 
an of Love. Now Love 1s the veſt: 
and moſt pleaſing of all our paſſions ; 
and Loveto God is the beſt and moſt +. 
pleaſant of all loves : A Love free from 
thoſe Tortures and Di{quiets , that ) 
ſhame, and thoſe griefs that are pro-: 
duced by abſence and uncertainties, 
loſs and guilt, when this Paſſion 1s 
placed upon other Objects. This Love, 
is the Fountain of Delizht, and the 
Spring of Action that ſweetens our 
Troubles, and ſtirs up our Encea-* 
vours; that makes Duty agreeable, 
and Difhculries eaſe, that is a preſent 
Heaven, and the fore taite of a greater, 
This 21ſo, 

2) Tends to the encreafing our. 
Love one to another. It is a Feaſt of | 
Love at our Fathers Houſe, and our's 
Lord's Table: The Gueſts are Brethren, 
and pro'eſling Child: en of Love. Here 
are all the Engazements to 'love ſet 


before us: The Love of our lon. 
all 
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and his expreſs Commandment, 7ohr: 
13. 34. The Relations ve Rand in to 
God, and to one another. We cannot 


well chuſe but pity our Brothers Infir- 
mities, and pardon each others fanlts, 


when we ſee how much God hath pitt- 
ed our Miſerie:, and how gracionuf.y he 
hath pardoned our Offexces, Our Ant- 
mofities will be abated, and our 
thoughts of Malice and Revenge will 
die. Our Indifferences will be kind- 
neſs, and our kindneſs Love, when we 
conſider the inexpreſſible Love of our 
common Lord, and the bleſſed «fe of 
that love ; Reconciliation made, FHappt- 
reſs procured, and Sin, and Death, and 
Fell conquered. A Senſe of theſe will 
ſwallow up all our little picks and ai/- 
pleaſures, and ſo fill us with the 
thoughts of Gratitade and Love, that 
we ſhall forget our Enmites, and im- 
brace our Enemies, and ſhed abroad 
our kindneſs upon all about us,yea and 
extend It to ail the World in prayers 
and good wi/hes, And now, this Spirit 
ot Charity is a molt divine temper, and 
a great happineſs: "Tis a ſicer, ſe- 


rene, 
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_ rene and pleaſ.rnt thing, a Reward tg \ 


It ſel, it there were no other : Where. - 
as Euvy nd Malice, and all the deprees | 
of them ere an Hell, end Torment to 
the Soul; they are great fins and their 
own puniſhment : Anda right uſe of 
the holy Sacrament will anate, and 
remove lic/, nd therein alſo :dmini» 
ſter vleiivd and unſpeakable Advanta. 


£e5 10 VS, 


(4) Our Hopes are robly advanced 
and fli:nornencd by this Vramance: 
When the good man couliders the 
7: ſtice and «oi. cfs of Go, and the 
perfection of liis Law; and then takes 
a view of his 2wr. ji»fulreſs, and innu- 
merable imperfe&.ons : His Spirits fail, 
and his Hope is givin? up the Ghoſt; 
he ſ11:ks into Trov: {© ind almoſt into 
the Regions of Deirv..ir : Now all the. 
Reitef that a man can have 1n fſucha 
ſtate, 1s t6 be drawn from Gods Core- 
nant to piidon ſin, and tO «iccept of Faith 
and Reperiarce infte3d of Perfettion, 
This 1s the Tenour of the Goſpel, and 
the Foundation of our Hopes! and 


this Covenant 1s ſcaled and afſu. eto us 


at. 
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at the Sacrament ;, ſo that thence the 
finting Soul may derivelife and quick; 
21mg. Ard when the drooping Chri- 
ſtian comes from ſeeing God, putting 
his Sea! to lus Pardon, and to the Pro- 
:iſcs made him of Eternal Life; his 
Hopes recover, and his Spirits return 
unto 21m, his Soul leaps for joy, and 
all his Powers are full of Content and 
Plezfure. And over and above 71s, 
God 15 pleals d at /zch times effec? ally 
to vonchſife more abundant Aſ1:ifeſta- 
1105 Ol 111 fi /f ro the Soul, ſealing his 
love upon it, ard giving 1t fo much 
_— 2s mcy deliver it from Its 
reaſonable doubts, and ſuſpicions, 
And m:ke it in part partaker of our 
Maſtcrs joy. But this will be a Par- 
ticular by it ſ-If. Theretore, 

(5) The Foly Sacrarent 15 an excel- 
lent means to heighten a Chriſtians 
Joy and Cenfort, For there weare 1n 
a ſpecial exerciſe nf our Graces, and by 
1:11 cre tiered for Divine Peace and 
pleaſurer hit peace of God, wiith paſ= 
"uh all Vnade: it ending, Phil. 4.7. And 
this is fomet hing 1,07; than tho CON- 
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tent that naturally ariſeth upon, and 


reſults from the Actions of Holineſs | 


and Vertue, and is ſuperadded by the 


nearer Applications of the Spirit of ” 
 Godto the Son]: This pleaſure and { 
ſatisfaftion God is always willing to. þ 
beſtow upon us, but we by our tins in- þ 
diſpoſe our ſelves for it, and ir is not }þ - 
to be given out but to prepared Souls : | 
And now according to the greater or | 
teſs degrees of our preparations,nnd exer- | 
ciſe of our Graces, we ſhall have more. | 
or leſs of this ſpiritual joy and ſatisfatti- | 
en 11 our Communions. But belides | 
the joy whichis ſpectaland extraordina- 
ry, the Orainance in its own. nature. | 


tends to aelight and. pleaſure. We had 


-{ 


f 


; 


raisd Storms and Tempeſts by our | 


Sins, and provoked him whom we can. 


neither reſiſt nor avoid: His Coun- 
tenance was full of dread and terrors, 
and Death and Hei} ſtood ready for 
the command to ſeize apon us: And 
mult it not needs fill thoſe with joy and 


| 


$ 
Nt 


| 
| 


tranſport, that were juſt now in this | 


areadtul ſtate, when they {all ſee the | 
Heavens clezred,and the Storms gone, 


LO 


| 
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to behold ſmiles and love in the face of 
the offended Majeſty ; to be affured 
that he is reconciled, and his Arms are 
| open to receive us: That Hell and 
Death are deſtroyed, and Life and 
> Happineſs procured for us ? All theſe 
are ſet before us In the Holy Sacra- 
* ment, and did we uſe it as we ought, 
our Souls would be tranſported with 
joy, and we ſhould have a delightful 
foretaſte of the happineſs and triumph 
of the Bleſſed,and all our Lives would 
be Anthems of Praiſe and Acclamation 
to the adorable Author and Procurer 
of our Bleſſings. And this, 
(6) Is another happy advantage we 
_ derive, or may do, from the holy Sa- 
crament, t/z. That it heightens and 
| ſpirits our Gratitude and Praiſes. 
Praiſe and acknowledgments of Divine 
Favours, atre-all the Return we can 
make for them ; and we are to offer 
up theſe Sacrifices for our ſelves, and 
all the other Creatures. But the Com- 
monneſs of our Mercies takes away the 
fenſe of them, ayd we paſs them over 
* With ſlight and cxſtomary acknowledg- 
ments : 
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ments : This ordinarily 1s our courſe þ 
and 'tis a very difingenuous and un. 
grateful carriage to the bountiful? 
Autizor of our Beings and Bleſlings : | 
Put now at the Holy Sacrament, Di | 
vine Favours are particularly and ſolem. 
ly repreſerited , our remembrance af 
wakened, and our affeQtions excited ;þ 
and the devout Soul pours it ſelf forthf 
into holy Euchariſt,, and Thankſh 
giving, The Heart is full, and thek 
Mouth flows ;, all the Powers rejoice, 
and 1n rejoicing break forth into 
Songs of Praiſe: And ſo be2ins rhati 
bleſſed Employment, which ſhall be the) 
Work, and Happineſs of Heewver. 
Thus we ſhall receive /:creaſe to 
our Graces and our Comforts, from 
the frequent and Uue uſe of the Aohs 
Sacrament , and all other ſpiritual ady 
vantaies are contained under theſes 
And as by theſe particulars we may enj 
courage our ſelves to our duty , ſo ml 


them likewiſe we may ſee how we are 
to demean our iclves in the diſcharge 
of it : What atts we are to exerc;/e, am 
by what confiaerations we may {tir vt | 
QUI 


| 
, 
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our Graces, infliame our Afﬀettions,and 
ſtrengthen our Reſolutions. 

And now the Fenefits that | havere- 
preſented to encourage and invite you 
to the holy Sacrament, do not only con- 
cern the 1h57ow and grown Chriſtian , 
but even all that own the Profeſlion of 
Chriſt's Religion, and have not re- 
nounced their Bapriſmal Engagements 


by lewaneſs and zmpiety; For ſuch have 


ſonie degree: of Faith, Love, Repentance, 


and other Yirt. cs: But the unhappineſs 
Is, that rhe/e, in the molt, are very 
low, impertect, and in a degree that 
will 10t fecure their condition : Theſe 
Graces mult be advanced to nobler mea- 
ſures, and to [ch argrees, as may pre- 
vail over the contrary habits and diſpo- 
ſ:tions; Tu the matter comes to this, 
we are under the Law.cnd a ſpirit of bon- 
dage; iti a condition of 4mporency and 
weakneſs, and not arrived to the 1ori- 


ous Liberty and Power of the Sun: of 


God, This, all that profeſs the Chri- 
ftian Fatth and: Hopes, og. 't roam art, 
and endeavour after , an' the Sacra- 
ment 1s the moſt proper and /ikely "_ 
or 
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. fits. And to all thoſe that have ſach 


ſpiritual Motives, and ftupidly careleſs 
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for the advancing of our #mperfett gr 
ces to that noble heighth. Soall thag 
profeſiing Chriſtians are concerned j 


the Duty, and capable of the Bene- 


thoughts, and ſch deſires, the Conſe 
derations | have preſented will be off 
moment. Burt for tke reſt that a 
careleſs and wnconcerned, dead to ſuch 


of the d#tyand the privileges that attend} 
it, they are not Chriſtians, but do lf 
much as in them lies, to renounce 
their Religion, and to put themlelveſl 
into the condition of Heathens and 
profeſſed Infidels. This is that I come 
next to diſcourſe. 
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Fter all my perſwaſions , and 

more earneſt Endeavours, | 
have too much cauſe to think, that 
ſome among you neglect the holy Or- 
dinance, not for any reaſon: that they 
have, 
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have, or can aS much as pretend, but 
from meer brats ſtapiaity and uncon- 
cernm nt, They care not for theſe 
things: The Motives of Religion and 
anothcr World can do nothing with. 
them 3 ſuch conſiderations are not felt, 
but paſt over their Souls without ma- 
© king any impreſſions on them. And 
© now, as for ſ«c?, | aim come to ſhew, 
TJ That they ar/clim Chriſt and his Reli- 
gion, and are by no means to be reck- 
oned into the number of Chriſtians, 
This I prove by the following Parti- 
culars. 

Firſt, They renounce a main Ar- 
ticle of the Creed, viz. T he Communion 
of Saints, their Communion with (1) 

g Crit, and their Communion with (2) 
one another. 

(1) Chriſt invites us to his Table, 
and provides a ſpiritual entertainment 
for us; and in that thcre is a ſolemn 

Yard /jecial intercourſe between him and 
bis Church, which on our part conſiſts 
1" the cxcrciſe of our Graces ;, and on 
F-s, in the Benefits ard Blcjjings he be- 
yihiows. He invites us to come and ta 
C meet 
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meet him there, toe joy ſpir ral Cor. 
reſpondence and Communion with him; 
And now, n1{fully to refu'e the invi- 
tation, IS LO lvnthe our C07:tenpt of | 
the Huly Jeſs, and lo declare that 
we care not for ary nearnels of corre- 
{pondence with him. And ſuch Nep- 
lecters in effect ſay, that they love 
the converſe and communion of theirſ 
vainand vicious company : 1 hat theyf 
can ſpend their time pleafartly in therk 
converſation upon an Ale-bencn , 
place of Idleneſs, or Debauches : But 
for Chriſt Jeſus they like not his compel 
#y, and care nor for any intimacy ap 
acquaintance with him. This 1s t 
direct language of ſuch praCtices, ard 
neglets; and what kind of Chriſtiamf 
are /uch as theſe? 
(2) They renounce te Corn 
of Saints one among anoth:r, The hol 
Sacrament is the Fea of Charity and 
ChriStian Love, and thcre our Aﬀeti 
ons are united to God, and to ol 
Brethren. There we profeſs to be « 
one Body, one Society,and to be all 
bers one of anothe;/, So that thoſe _ 
neglet 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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neglect and refuſe this holy Symbol of 
Love, break off from the Society of 
Chriſtians, and declare they will have 
nothing to do with them, as far as 
they are concerned in that Nameand 
Reletion: Thirt they will not be of 
the flock and Number that Chriſt calls 
His; but would rather have their lot 
with the World, and Herd of Man- 
kind, who are Strangers to the Cove- 
nant of Promiſe, without hope, and with- 
out Go in the world, Epheſ.2.12. That 
they value not their Privileges, nor 
care for their ho;es, This 1s the mea- 


ning of their negle&t, and ſz#ch Chri- 


ſtians are the wilful Refuſers. 
(2) They renounce their Baptiſm, 
This 1s the Sacrament of Entrance into. 


{ Chriſtianity, and here Engagements are 


laid upon us witout our knowledge 
or conſent. Ar tie Sacrament of the 
Lords Sunper we ſolemnly ©::.1:e and 
take thoſe Obligations upon cur ſelves.If 
we refuſe to do this, we withdraw our 
conſent from what was done in our 
ſtead; we make our Baptiſm yoid, and 
put our ſelves into the ſtate of Irfiacls 
C2 and 
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and Heathens., The Inaians were by | 
the Spariaras driven to Baptiſm in þ 
droves like Cattel to the water, with-, | 
H out knowing whit it meant, or what 
fl they did in it : Were theſe Chriſtians f 
by Virtue of ſuch a Baptiſm? Eſpeci- 
ally, 1s there any reaſon to think thoſe 
of them ſuch, who as ſoon as they 
were free, made open declarations | 
apainſt it. And are thoſe among us Þ 
Chriſtians, who were ſigncd with that F 
Religion when they could not help it? F 
and profels againſt it by their Actions 
and NegleCts, as ſoon as they are inF 
capacity to doit? who aiſonn it when 
they are ſolemnly called to put their 
Ceal, and to declare their AllowanceÞ 
and Approbation Their Sureties en- 
gaged for them, that they ſhould be- 
tieve the Chriſtian Faith , keep Gods 
Commanaments,and renounce the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil: But ſay thoſe 
by their praCtice, what had they to dd 
to undeitake ſuch things for us? weſſ 
will ſtand to no ſuch Engagements:| 
We are call'd on to make this goodf 
our ſelves in Perſonat the other Sacra 
ment, 
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ment, or by our regledts to declare it 
yoid : But we will not ty our ſelves,or 
own any ſuch enzazements upon 8s : 
we will leave our ſelves at large to oe- 
lieve what we pleaſe, and to practile 
what we fanſy, and to gratify and 
worſhip as long as we think ht, the 
World, the Devil, ani the Fleih,our 
Friends and deareſt Correſpondents. 
All this Iikewiſe is plainly ſignified 1n 
the neglect of the Holy Sacrament ; 
and therefore certainly ſacn are no 
better Chriſti-n. than the wild men of 
America» Whica wil! further appear, 
if we conſider, 

& (3) Thatby it they deny the very 
K profeſſion of Chriſt Feſus, They will 
F 7ot 1o much as claim nor pretend to 
him, In any ſele-m ſignificant way. To 
lay that we are Chri/tiar:s,and now and 
then to hear a Sermon, theſe are not 
profeſſion encuzh: They are but cold - 
| arclarations of our Opinion,no good f1g- 
\ nihcations of our Fairh. The right 
| profeſlion of Chriſtianity is made, by 
| Our preſenting our ſelves at the Lords 
Table, and owning onr Faith there, 
C2 that 
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. that is a ſolemn and publick confeſſionſþ 
and acknowledgment. To hear Ser-f 
mons 1s too often bnt curioſity or 
cuſtom, toſay weare of the ChriitianY 
Relig 01, is but a declaring in what| 
way we have been br ought up; andF 
meer Education Faith is but a faint un 
{1ignifying thing ; it 1s but Opinign,Þ 
and alow degree of aſſent. Tis true, 
aman may be a Formaliſt and an Hypo 4 
crite when he comes to the Lords 
able, as wellas in other lower ſigni-& 
fications of his Religion. But how-F 
ever he makes a profeſſion, and tha 
which is proper and ſolemn : " Whereas 
the wilfully negligent, refuſe to makeſ 
any due confeſſion of Chriſt and his 
Religion : They openly _ him befortÞ 
. men, and ſuch he will deny before his Fas 
ther which is in Heaven, Matth. 10. 33 
To witzdraw from the Profeſſion off 
Chriſtianity in times of aiſficulry and} 
perſecution 189 great lin ; but 'tis ſuchap 
one as admits of ſone ex:ennation from 
the frailty of humare nature, and ther 
temptations of fear and ſclf /3ve : Buth 
to deny the profeſſin 2 of Chrilt in ring 
ol F 
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of Liberty and crcomragement, this is 

2n 4f/ronr to the /Toly Feſus,for which 

| [there is 19 ſpadowot excuſe, and muſt 

ariſe from contempt, and a confelt ne: » 

21 of him. Snch perſons publiſh to 

E ne world, that they OWNn nothvig ot 

t Relivion, hur'count it a diſpiragement 

| tobe thought any way concern'd for 

it. And ſo are by no means to be ac- 
counted Chiiſtians. Further, 

(4) Their refuſal and nepledt IS a 
quitting and renouncing the whole Co- 
venars that God hath made with Sin- 
ners 1n his S$9n, The Covenant on Gods 
part offers Grace ard Glory, and on 

' Ours, It binds to Faith and ſencere Obe- 
| aience, Weare called to rhe Sacra- 
F ment to ſee God confirming what he 
| hath promiied, and alſuring ns to 
make good what concerns him: On 
the other (1Ge, we areto Pretent our 
| ſelves rhere, to profeſs our readineſs 
 anureſointion, to periorm oxr part,to 
 keepthe terms 10 whici we were enga- 
ged mn pon wiica we expect the 
proo-ited Bleſhnzs. Now it we wil- 
luily retule Ui Corfrmation, we with- 
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draw our ſelves from the Covenant, 
end declare that Graiea'd Glory, are 
things that we neither care for,nar ex- 
pect ; and that we will not tie our? 
ſe]ves to any Faith or Homage; but 
would be as freeas wecan to fol:owf 
the Devil and our Lufts; and fo are|} 
very far from being Chbr;/tians. 


CHAEF. Y. 


| Have thus briefiy ſhewn you what 
is ſignified and implyed in the neglet | 
of the Holy Sacramenr, Many of youl 
that are guilty of this ſin, would | i 
poſe be loth openly, and in words, £9 re-þ 
zounce Chriſt and his Religion; andy 
yet while you continue in this obſti- 
nate, dangerous neglect, you ao it as 
fully as it your Tongues declared a- 
ga11lt that Name and Profeſſion. And 


I think when any ſuch as theſe rurn | 
P.ypiſts, Turks, or Jews, they do but | 
Change [0 ſome ſhew of Religion, from | 
none at all. Sothat it is no Toe diſpa- 

a3gciment, | 
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razement , or loſs to our Church, 
when thoſe Infidels declare in words, 
what before they ſufficiently ſignified 
by their practice. They go out from 
becauſe they were never of us, 1 John 2. 
19. They do not change their Religion, 
for they had never any before which 
they might exchange. 

This, Sirs, 1n {ſerious truth, is, the 
condition of thoſe that wi/fally refuſe 
and neglect the Duty of Holy Commus- 
von; And methinks it ſhould make 
ſuch tremble to conſider., that they 
ave ina profeſt and impudent contempt 
of God. You pity Hearhens and igno- 
rant Americans, but there is work 
enough for your pity at home, and 
their condition certainly is not worle 
than the condition of thoſe careleſs 
regligent Sinners among, our ſelves, 
Yea, the Apoſticteils us, That 'tis ber- 
t?r riever 10 have known the way of truth, 
tan efier we hate knonn it to tarn away 
from the Holy Commandment, 2 Pet 2.. 
21. And ov. Saviour faith, /: ſhallbe 
more tcleravle for the dark, Tyre and S1- 
don at judgment, than fur the enlightned 

C5 Caper- 


49 


'- 50 Fn CarneſtFnbitation 


Capernaum and Bethſaida, Matrh. 1 1, 
22. Wethink their condition dread- 
ful that ſay, there is no God, and no 
doubt it is ſo: And certainly their | 
ſtate 1s not leſs deplorable, That ac- F 
knowledze there 154 God, but defy him, 
and carry the matter /o, as if in good | 
earneſt, there were no ſuch Being. loÞ 
live at large without the ſerious pro- | 
feſſion of ſome Religion is brutiſh and un- 
natural: And ſuch Savages deſerve not 
to continue in the ſocieties of mer, but F 
are fitter to range among the wild } 
Beaſts of the Woods : Sch are thoſe | 
among us,that never make any ſolemn | 
profeſſion of any Religion, by any att of | 
their own: They have 70 Religion, but | 
that of their Climate, which they nei- 
ther underſtand nor mind : They are | 
Chriſtians by the Chriſtianity of others: | 
(viz. the general Profeſſion of their þ 

Countrey) or they are none at all ;- and 
if they live and die in this condition, þ 
wild men and Cannibals will at the laft | 
be in a berrer ſtate than they. 1 
And now, Sirs, Reaſon for this care- F 
leſneſs and dangerous neglefF , 1 am ſure | 
you | 
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you have none z nor do the ſort Iam 
now dealing with, prettend Scruples of 
Conſcierce But ſome F xcaſes there are, 
(which you know are but vain) that 
you uſe npan occaſion, t o take off the 
edge of reproof, and ro ſeem juſtified 
tithe ight of men 
Tt, u$ they that wers invited to the 
Sper In the Paravle , Luke 14. 18. 
made Excuſes; Je had bo:tiht Ground, 
ind he muit ſee it ; a ſecond had bought 
Oxen, ard he muſt try tom ;, and a 
third had married 4 IW ife, ard could 
nt come. None of thete Pr c!ences h:d 
any 202d reaſon inthem ; they were 
fomcthing to {ay,and had a little colour, 
but they were not the Canſes of their 
not coming to the Su2zw : No, the true 
ered wes their cwnenrr of the Mas 
fter, and his Invit: ::19:: : And therefore 
Auth,22.3. Tis taid, They would 
20! £9:2.0. 5 Their excufes were looked 
on 25 jl:it denials, and the Reaſon 1s. 
£17en nfter : lt was not their Ground, 
Nor THemw On en, nor their Marriage; 
wh their «:/ ſtem of the Lord, and 
Bs Fealt, bzy made [1 ht 0j ih, verſ's. 
But 


- An Earneſt Jnvitation 
But though theſe excuſes were not 
good, yet they had ſomething /pectous 
inthem : *T was b»/*neſs,and conſiderable 
occaſions that weiealledg'd : And ſuch 
Aﬀairs they really had ; for 'tis ſaid i 
St. Matthew, that they went their way 
one to his Farm, and another to his Mer. 
char.diſe;, ſothat there was fomerhing 
true in their Pleas, though the main 
thing for which they were bronght, 
was falſe. But now, 1t they had ſent 
word,that the Lords Houſe was ſo far, Þ 
eff, that they were not ableto go toir, 8 
though really it were within ſome few 
Furlongs of their remoteſt dwellings, 
and no further than the AZirker, which 
they conſtantly frequented ; there 
had heen more folly in this excuſe, If 
they had ſaid, that there was not room 
for them all in the Lords Zerſe, when 
they knew, that 1t was never fa! onf 
ſach occaſions, and thit a great part 
of thoſe that were invited would not 
come, ſo that they were ſure to find 
too many cmpty places ; the excuſe 
would have been interpreted as a 
Aockery, and a ſcoff at the invitation, 
It they had told the Meſſenzers, that 


they | 
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they would not come, except they had 
each of them a Chair and Cuſhion pro- 
vided for him, and might fit in ſtate 
and eaſe at the Entertainment, this had 
been greater arrogance than appears in 
thofe Refulers. If they had ſent the 
Lord word , that they would not 


| Houſes, that were appornred, and were 
| moſt convenient for their reception ; 
| butthey would have it here or there; 
at home, and next door ; in places much 
® leisfit. Thzs would hive been a very 
| h:1:0urſomcand very ruac Anſwer to the 
| Invitation. If further they had £:id, 
|| that the F-aft began too ſoon, and that 
| they coul:! not r1/e ſo carly, though the 
| Sun was up many hours before, and 
| they were abroad every day carlier a- 
18 bout their other Þ«/7e/-; this allo 
| had been an ,4front ro the after, and 
| aconrempr of his kinazeſs. But if theſe 
= ſurly wnrorthy people ſhould have been 
|| humonr'd in all parriculirs, and 
| things ſhould have been /o ma- 
|| raged, as to have avoided all theſe 
| prerences : Andyer if afier ſuch con- 
| aſcentiovs they ſhould have refuſed, 
'| they 


feaſt with him at ſuch or ſuch of his 
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they had confuted themſelves, and given 
the Lyetotheir Excuſes, But, 1f not- 
witkitanding all this.they hold have 
cryed out that they were periſh;ng for 
want of Bread, and clamour d and 
complein'd heavily, th t Proviſion was 
not made for them: What could have 
been ſaid to ſuch ay impudent brazen'd 
fort of Hypocrites ! 

Sirs, There are ſome among you 
that underſtznd what | mean : 1 ſheak 
not thus out of 7 will to uptraid any 


of y Ou, but | OUZUT to mind YOU, and { 


to endeavour to co,v:rce you of your 
ſins Whatever colours t e guilty may 
fet upon their neglects and contempts 
of Eaoiy Ord:;nances heiore men, God 


will not be deceived or mocked ; ti-ere | 
is 0 Putting Tricks upon him. If you f 
will not be pertwa ed to your Daty, | 
he knoas the 7caſon, and ciSinvainto 


make falſr flat hes and excuſes, Yea, 
forme mens pre. exces are fo openly un- 
truc, and groſs, that they cannot as 


muci: as hop? to deceive ven ly them, | 
Every one ſees the falſhood and lying 
0: Lhe Allteg tons, all their Attions F 


PIO- 


vl 
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proclaim that they do not themſelves. 


believe or mean any thing that they 


| fay, and yet they have the prodigiores 
inipudence to lye on 1n the face of God, 


and Conſcience, and Men, So ſeared 


and hardne are ſome in their perver /- 
| meſs and hypocriſy, and aCt at that rare, 
| aSif it were a Play-game, and ſport of 
wit to iNew how many ways they had 
| to evade their Duty, with ſome ſhew 
| of Reaſon, Sirs,W hen this vile ſort of 

evil men have the Forehead to pretend 


Religion , they become the molt ni/- 
 chievous Miſcreants upon earth; and 


the fitteſt Inſtruments that Satan can 
delre or uſe for the Aﬀairs of kis 
| Kingdom. But no more of them 


{ NOW. 


| Frienas, | am exceeding troubled to 
ſee how urautiful to God, and how - 
 ki.d to themſelves, how foolifh and un- 
reaſonable many men are, when they 
ſcek for /i-tle occaſions to pretend, as 
| rerſo1s againlt the erexrcſt and moſt 
1mport ant Duties ; whei! that which 
| would excuſe nothing c!ſe, ſhall excuſe 
| them unto God for a neglect of his 


W. orſn1p, 


 F 
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Worſhip,in the greateit Inſtances of it: 
An - king Finger, a few Drops of Rain, 
the cold Air, a Fit of Drowzineſs, ay 
impertinent /3/r, or ſuch like Trifles 
are enough to be pleaded for abſence 
from the Houſe of God , ard Holy 

Communion with him. My Wifew 
not at home, or ſhe was buſte, mp 
Childs head aked, or [ had Friends tg 
Pine with me, therefore 1 could not by 
at the Sacrament, Therefore 1 conld wot) 
For ſhame, falſe man ! offer ſuch excaſs 
to thy Maſter, or thy Prince, when 
commands and expects thine atten 
dance ; ſee how he will take them from 
thee : Yea, offer ſuch but to-thine E 
qizal, that waits for thee on Aﬀairs of 
Moment, and try how kindly he will 
receive the diſ:ppointment on ſuch 
grounds. Doft ti:cu uſe to ſay, coli. 
or go ont 12 Marzet to buy Neceſſarits, 
becarſe 'rwa: cold Weather, I cold not go 
10 Dinner to niy kind Netthb ,ur nextl 
door , that invi:ecd me , becauſe I. had 
prick'd my Finger ? Are ſuch pretenceff 
t00 trifiing to be uſed on fuch ordins 


ry occafior.s, and are they enough fol 
fl | 
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the Greateſt? will they ſerve to excuſe . 


8 thy neglect of feeding thy Soul with 
| the bread of Life, and thy making Pro- 
fl i/:0% for Erernity? Will they antwer 
| for thy not waiting on the Lord, the 
Lord of Life and Glory, whenneinvi- 
ted thee to the Feaſt of Love at the 
Houſe of Banquets ? What thoughts 
haſt thou of the Privileges of the Go/- 
| pet, the Communzon of Saints, tne DZdCC 
| of Conſcience,the joys of the Holy Ghoſt, 
the fore-t2ſts of Glory, what, 1 ſay,doſt 
thou think of theſe, if they have not 
ſo much power with thee as the molt ac- 
knowledged trifles? With how much 
kfs reſpe&t anddevotiondoſt thou ſerve 
Goa, than wicked men do the Devil 
and their Luſts? When they invite to 
Jolly meetin»s and communion in debauche- 
ry andbeſtial madneſs, do the Blades uſe 
to make ſuchexcaſes? Are they divert- 

| edand kept off trom their brutiſh ſatts- 
fattion by ſuch Nothings? Certainly 
they could not ſo excuſe themſelves to 
their L»:/ts and vile Companions. And 
G jou pretend tobe Worſhippers of the 
$ oa of Heaven, and Worjhippers of the 


bejt 
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beſt and pareſt ſor!. 'o ne Chriſtian 


and Expettant: -: «ternal Glories 
Rewards © 1 © + ices: Anddo you 
thus ſc: *. RIEA3'8 \13ker, now ant 


WIE i 4-457 takes yon, when the 
Dev. .... ': nt euſtneſs for you, and you 
have nuiningeiſe tado f Are you no 
aſhamed ru (nteſs ther Religion hath 
ſo l/itilc power with yo, and that 
every thing can do no more with you, 
than yeur Dkty to Goa, anu the Inte. 
reſt of your Souls ? Do you thus work 
out your ſalvation? Do you thus ſeek a 
Kingdom, an Flez:.cnly Xingdom , 
Everlaſting K.ned»m? 1s this the wi 
end patience of the Goſpel? Is rhisrunmuf 
and ſirining , and fizhting and giving 
diligence ? Is this curting off right hanas, 
and plucking out right eyes ? Is this fore 
faking all, and following Chriſt ? \t there 
be any reaſor, if there be any ſhame, if 
there be any Conſcience, it there be 
any ſenſe of God and Religion 1n you I 
let not ſmall matters keep yon from 
this your greateit Daty and Concern :| 
Mzke ro more ſuco t:417 and {elf con- 
arrning Apologies, I LnNOW NOL "_ | 
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"| ther it were not better for you once 
for all, to ſay yon are 70 Chriſtians, 
than to inſiſt on ſuch ſhameleſs pretenti- 
E ons for your negleCts of Chriſt and his 
T appointments. I adu no more on this 
Head now ; | pray God you may lay 
J to heart what | have ſaid. 


Muſt now diſcourſe with the other 
& 1 fort of Refuſers, viz 

 '2) The that ſtand off upon the 
Þ ſcore of miſtakes of Conference, In ap- 
T plying my ſelf tothem.I ſrall conſider 
the molt weighty Objections that carry 
any c::Jour of Conſcience with them. 
And though 1 know many pretend 
ſcruptes of this fort, when in earneſt they 
a: ent the reaſons of their neglects; yet 
| becauſe they are ſo to ſome, | (hall take 
tnem to account, They are of two 
forts: 

{ (1) Suchas hinder men only ſcme- 
mes and 10 part, 


/ 2) Such 
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(2) Such as wholly obſtru&t 
Communion , and are pretended 
grounds, why they cannot partal 
With us at azy time. 

Ot the brit kid are theſe that f 
low : * VIZ, 

[ I would not nave negettea the Hol 
Sacrament, bxt I was not in Chariy 
ſuch, or ſuch a Perſon hath abuſed & 
2nd i was at odds with him ſo that 
durſt not come.}] 

To this | ſay, That in ſuch an 0 
caſion , thou art ſeriouſly and 1mparti 
ally to conſider, whether o diſple 
fare were ju or unjuſt, upon the 0 
termining of ch; will ps. the ſta 
of the Caſe. If, 

(1) Thy diſpleaſure were juſt, ad 
thy Neighbour hath done thee 2F 
and per/iſs in it without repentance 0 
reparation ; "tis no uncharitableneſs to! 
diſpleaſed or to think amils of hin 
In ſuci a caſ2 thy anger is no ſin,ſolo 
aS it keeps it felf within juſt bound! 
Be angry,and ſin not, ſaith the Apoſt! 
Epheſ. 4. 26. They may be p:rted 


And 1 Is 70 ſin cannot wnfu us fort 
Ho 


K 1 


0 
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Holy Communion. For that Ordinance 
doth not oblige us to be reconciled in 
our thoughts to Ticked and injurious 
men, while they z-penitently continue 
ſh: It will indeed require us not to 
revenge our ſelves on them to do them 
wrong, Or to delire their razne, or as 
much as hurt : but not to have kind 
and gooa thoughts of them while they 
continue ob/ſt:v.:te in their ſims and 1n- 
jftice: Otherwiſe it were inthe pow- 
# crof every wicked perſon to hinder the 
$ good man from the Sacramerr when he 
pleaſed. On ſuch an occaſion (I ſay) 
we may be innocently angry , aid not 
only pity the 7njurions man, which many 
times 1s but a proua, though more 
playſeble word to diſguiſe our -anger. 
And the Perſon that is but ths juſtly 
pleaſed with an Offender againſt God 
2nd himſelf, is not indiſpoſed for the 
Sacrament thereby. If this be your 
caſe any time, you ought not to permit 
Y the injury of another todo you ſo much 
more, as to keep you from your A- 


| tendance on Chriſt at his Feaſt of 


Love, 


-But 


[ 
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But (2) If upon examination ya 
have found, that your anger and dj 
pleaſure was unjult,then the ſi and th 
wrong wason your part,and you oug| 
to repent as a preparation for the $ 
crament, which indeed is the propere 
Inſtrunient to advance your furthe 
degrees of Penitence. There you wi 
find conſiderations and helps for the ca 
ling of the heats of your paſſion, and fe 
the allaying the bozlings of your rel, 
and animoſity. I ſay, if you are co 
vinced in your Conſcience, that you, 
wrath is undeſervea, you ought ton 
pent,and if you ao ſo,you ought to 
the Holy Sacrament for the confirmatj 
and hezghtning of your Repentance. 
So that the ſcruple of not being 
charity, cannot juſtly keep any fra 
the Sacrament, but rhoſe that knd 
they hate their Brother without 
Cauſe, and are reſolved to perſiſt i 
that hatred; ſuch as will not be reco 
ciled to one that hath done thet 
wrong, though herepents, and ende 
vours reparation. And ſch, in effed 
renounce Chriſt, and declare that t 
CX DEL 


a. 
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expect no benchit from his Aſerir, or 
Mediation, ior the obtaining Pardon 
for them(eiv2s. It this be your condi- 
tion, you may well be afraid to come 
tothe Holy Sacrament, and yon may 
13 well tremdle to pray, Forge us our 
reſpſſes as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
g7atiſt us, Furtiis is directly praying 
12ainſt your ſelves. | hope it is not 
-hus with any of you that make this 
2xception. 
But your Neighbour you think 1s an 
»vil m3n, hatii done you 72jary,and not 
vk you paraon,or ſought your amends, 
r01are therefore much diſpleaſed, and 
feel great anger in your mind againſt 
him, but yet are very ready to forgive 
pon his acknowledgments and defire 
of forezvene)s, It it be after this man- 
wer with you, you ought not to abſt.1i7: 
Wfrom the Sacrament for this reaſon ; 
but rather to addreſs your ſelves to it, 


Wto provide and pray that your juſt anger 
Tmay not grow into malice and rage ; 
that you may not be provoked to re- 
pay your Enemy one injury for ano- 
Fiier ; but that by the cue uſe of thoſe 


holy 
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that this is Buſineſs, and the molt in 
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holy Myſteries you may be moreind| 
ned to forgiveneſs, when he ſhall beh 
for it. ThisI think is ſuffeterr for th, 
Doubt. _ 

(Il) But I have ſo much buſmeſ; f, 
Icn upon me, that I have not time to | 


pare my ſelf, and therefore I cann 


In anſwer to this, 1 ſhall ſay ſome 
thing that concerns, 1. Euſineſs ; at 
ſomething 21y. that concerns Pre 
ration. 

(1) As to Bufineſsg, Doth yat 
Buſmeſs afford you time to cat, at 
drink, and ſleep, and none to fit you 
Souls for ſpiritual entertainments at 
converſe with God ? 

(2 ) Have you any greater, har 
you any better buſineſs, than to pre 
pare your ſelves to remember 
Love of your dear Lord, to meet wit 
him, to renew your Covenant wit 
God.and to receive pledges of his pat 
don and his love ? Do you not reck« 


portant and neceſſary buiinefs ; al 
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ſhall the greater matters glve place to 
| theleſs? 

(3) Is not much of the Buſineſs 
that hinders,needleſs ? Have you not 
voluntarily involy'd your ſelf in more 
affairs than 1t was neceſſary you 
ſhould, or than your ſtate or ſtation 
in the world requird ? Might not 
ſome of it have been put off to ſome 
other time ; or might not the time 
that you ſpend in imperrinencies be. 
imployed in ſome of that buſineſs ? 

Ask your Conſciences theſe queſti- 
ons ; and know that what ever Buſt- 
neſs you take upon you more than is 
conſiſtent with your Duty to God, and 
to your Souls, chat Buſineſs 1s your ſin. 
But if your b#ſme/ſs were not voluntary 
but thrown on you by providence, the 
doing ſuch neceſſary Buſineſs is Gods 
work; and while you do it 1n his fear, 
and with an eye to his glory, you are 
doing ſomewhat that is a prepartior 
for the Holy Sacrament, or at leaſt 
that which doth not by any means 1n- 
diſpoſe you for it. And hence I pals 
to the Anſwers that concern, 

'D _ Il. Pzes 
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II, Preparation. As to this take 
theſe two things. 
(1) There are Preparations requi- 
red to Prayer and Hearing, as well as 
to the Sacrament > Meditation 1s the 
Preparation for Prayer, and Prayer 
the Preparation for Hearing ; and IÞ 
hope that notwithſtanding your buſi- | 
neſs you perform theſe Duties : If nor, 
you are tO repent ſpeedily of your neg- 
Je&, and to takethe fir opportunity | 
of the Sacrament,there to confeſs your | 
ſm, to declare your repentance and re- 
ſolutions of amendment ;, 10 beg pardon Þþ 
for what you have omitred, and Grace 
to aſſiſt you in what you 7eſolve. But þ 
if you have perform'd thoſe holy ſer-| 
vices, then I ſay, ; 
(2)T hat thoſe Performances joyned | 
with Faith and Repentance, are prepa- 
rations for the Holy Communion. For Þ 
when we hear, and when we pray,we | 
do the /ame thing that we do at the 
Sacrament,though not with that /olem- Þ 
nity; we remember Chriſt when we 
bear, and we do the ſane, and renew | 
our Cevenant with God,when we pray | 
(in| 
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(in which two I have told you the na- 
ture of the Ordinance conliſts; ) ſo 
that theſe ats are diſpoſnions and pre- 


parations for that which 1s the more /0- 


lemn Performance. A good life in the 
diſcharge of our duties towards God 
and Man, 1s an habitual and conſtant 
preparation for the Sacrament ; and a 
true Chriſtian 1s always ready and pre- 
pared to rememberChriſt,and to confirm 
the Covenant whereby he 1s a Chriſti- 
an. It 1s indeed very fit, that we 
ſhould take ſome time before we ap- 
proach the Lords Iable, to call to- 


gether into our thoughts the ſeveral 
great Inſtances of the love of our dear 


Saviour, Which we are to remember 
there - What particular ſins we have 
to confeſs, and to reſolve and covenant 
agatnſt ; what Graces we want, and 
are more eſpecially to implore. Theſe 
things we ſhould do,but they are not 
works that vill require much labour 
or time, 1t we have been conſtant in 
the other preparatory Duties of Meat 
tation,Prayer,and Hearing; for they do 
babituate ſuch thoughts and reſoluti- 
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ons to the Sonls of good Men. But if | 
thy caſe be ſuch that thou haſt been | 
an evil Man, and negligent of all ſpiri- 
tual duty; but art now /erſible of thy 
fin, and deſirous to reform ; that ſenſe 
and thoſe deſires of amendment(if they 
are ſmcere, and if thou underſtandeſt 
the ature of the Sacrament,and Gods 
Covenant that is ſealed by it) are thy 
preparations. T he moretime thou takeſt, 
and the morePrayers and Thoughts thou 
imployeſt with other means,to make 
the ſenſe of ſin deep, and the deſire; 
ot Reformation tenſe and grear, the 
mnore thou art prepared, and the better 
things are like to ſucceed with theeff 
But if thy preparations are of a lower, 
and more imperfect degree (if of the 
true kind) thou oughtelt 70r therefore 
to abſtain ; God will pardon thy infa 
mities, and accept of thy fincerity, and 
ſtrengthen thee ſo, that thou ſhalt bj 
better prepared againſt another opportw 
nity, if thou art not wanting to th 
ſelf. But as to this, | may have 
occaſion to ſpeak more under the nexl 
Head, VIL : 

C11.) T4 
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(11.) To conſider the Scruples of 
Conſcirnce, that Keep ſome off wholly 
from publick Communions, | hey are 
either of /uch as refrain, becauſe (1) 
they think rhemſelves unworthy, or (2) 
of thoſe that do 1t, becauſe they think 
others unworthy,(3 )of ſuch as refuſe on 
the opinion, that the way of admin- 
ftration is unworthy, Molt of the con- 
jderable and uſual doubts will fall un- 
der one or other of theſe.I begin with 
thoſe of the fir ſort. 

(1) We would come to the Holy 
Communion, but alas we are not wor- 
thy of ſo great an honour and privi- 
lege ; and we are afraid to come, 
becauſe we hear.that he that eats and 
drinks unworthily, eats and drinks his 
own damnation. 

To this, propoſed thns in the ge- 
neral, I anſwer, (1) We are alſo #n- 
worthy of common Mercies, of Adeat, 
and Drink, and Raiment ; and of the 
mo e n'ual ſpiritual Mercies, that God 
ſhould ſpeak unto us,or that we ſhould 
be permitted to /peak, unto him ; ſhall 
we therefore /farve our ſelves,and go 
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naked ? ſhall we therefore refuſe to | 


hear and pray ? In the Sacrament there 
is ſomething of Duty, and ſomething of 
Privileage;, whe" we are commanded 
to do a duty reaſonible and juſt, ſhall 
we refuſe becauſe we are unworthy ? Þ 
When we are 17vited unto a Benefit | 
great and frer,and ect ſary, ſhall we Þ 
refit it becauſe we are not worthy ? 
To do this 1s to tender our ſelves F 
more undeſerving.W henGod offers Fa- | 
vours, we may and ought to accept, 
chough we are unworthy of them. | 

(2) All men are unworthy in the | 
ienſe of the Law. Every man mf 
his beſt eſtate 1s altogetner vanity,Plalm Þ 
39.5. IWe are all an unclean thing, and | 
our righteouſneſs 1s as filthy Rags,1{a.64. þ 
6, 1he meaning 1s, all men are Sin- 
ners, and their beſt Services are 1m- |Þþ 
perfect and polluted. T herc 1s none 
risbtcous, no not one, according to Þ 
tne ſtrictineſs and ſeverity of the | 
aw, which requires unſinning obe- | 
dience. This unworthineſs then 1s not | 
a reaſon why thou ſhouldſt refrain ; } 


Yeo, | 
(3) 
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(3) If thou art ſez/ible of this thine 
:nworthineſs, and delirous to be made 
more worthy,\ thou oughteſt for thas 
reaſon to come. 'Tis ſuch that Chriſt 
invites: Come unto me all ye that are 
weary and heavy laden,and Twill geve you 
reſt, Matth,11. 28. He came not to call 
the ri2h:eors, but ſinners to repentance , 
Mat.9.19. Ho every man that thirſteth 


come—lla. 55. 1. The Spirit and the 


Bride [iy come,and let him that 1s athir ſt 
vme. —-1\CV. 22. L'7. Senſe of ſpiritual 
w.ints. and deſire of ſpiritual ſupplies, 1s 
part of Go/pel warrhineſs 3 and that 
which gtves a r10ht to the Sacrament. 
Thy being an «worthy Sinners nota 
realon why thou ſhouldſt refrain, ex- 
cept thou art obſtinately reſolud to 
continue ſo. The Beggpar 1s never the 
more z7707thy of an Alms, becaule iQ 
IN 7az5 and great miſcry ; nor the #: 


man the more unworthy ono the c2rc and 


pins of a Phyſician,bcauſe his diſealc 


IS g7eat and violent upon him. If indeed 


the Beggar loves and chaſeth wazzr,and 
ſcorn<charity;if the pa'1cit hires andre- 
fiſt s the Phyficia:; and his ap"tiic al 19951 
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fuch a caſe the one is unworthy of re- 
lief, and the other of the means of 
bealth.lf this be thy caſe in Spiriruals, 
thou art «worthy; and til] thon art 
of another temper, I would not per- 
twade thy coming. But it on the 
other hand, thou art /enſible of thy 
fins,and deſirous of pardon and grace to 
reform, thon haſt the qualification 
that renders thee one that way and 
oxght tO come : And thou art worthy as 
ar is of an alms, or the Sick of | 
: That 1s, thou wanteſt it, aud 
Chriſt invites thee to come, and to 
recelve ſupplies ſutable to thy wants. 
So thar if it be rhus with thee, the 
{entence of the Apoſtle pronounced 
on him that eats and drinks unworthily 
wlll not concern thee. 

But the Doubter preſleth the mat- 
ter more particularly Knowled:, Faith, 
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worthineſs, But | have no knowleas, I } 
cannot believe, I cannot repent ;, and 
therefore am rot worthy.) 

| ſhall ſpeak to theſe di/{infty and 
apart. 
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to the Lo;ds Supper. 
As to what concerns, (1) Rnow- 
ledge , | propoſe theſe things. 
(1) Perhaps thou art miſtaken in 
the Degrees of Knowledge that are ne- 
ceſlary. It is not neceſſary thou ſhouldit 
have knowledge In deep and controver- 


fial Points ; no, nor yet in many ao- 


| frinal Opinions about Relig:on,that are 


ceſlary 


leſs ſpeculative and nice - It 1s not ne- 
that thon ſhouldeſt be ac- 
quainted with the diſputed matters 


about the Sacrament,or be able to diſ- 
| courſe largely upon the Subje-t. No, 


Neceſſary knowledge 1s in few things, 


and choſe prattical. If therefore thou 


2rt inſtructed inthe main plan Points 


| of Chriſtian DofFrine, anc. in the great 


Rules of Chriftian Life, if thou under- 
ſtandeſt the Sacrament to be a Remen:- 
vrance of Chriſt, and a confirming 


| our Covenant with God: and knowelt 
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| thoſe eaſe things 1 have before ſet 


down about it : There is no reaſon 
then why thou ſhouldſt plead ignorance 
1 barr to thy D#ty and Privilege, 


Di But. 
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But, 

(2) If thou art really ;gnorant in 
thoſe plain things, thy ignorance is 


incxcuſable ; 'tis a great Si, and anf 


argu;nent of prodigiorns carcleſneſs and 
neglett. For no one can want capacity 
to know things ſocalie,and noone can 
want opportunity to know things (0 


common, and no one can plead excuſe} 


ſo neceſſary. If this then be thy caſe, 
repent of thy ſtupidity and carelef- 
neſs that occaſioned thy ignorance, 
and apply thy ſelf preſently to thy 
Spiral Guide, or ſome honeſt know- 
ing neighbour, to inſtruct thee in 
thoſe giear and neceflary matters. Be 
afraid and aſhamed to live a day long- 


for not endeavouring to know things 


er in ſuch dangerous darkneſs amidſt i 


ſo muck clear Light - And till thou. 
haſt got out of this ſtate of wilful 
blindneſs, meddle n<«t with Holy. 


Myſteries. But :{4:-, I hope, is thef 
condition but of very tew of you: } 
Thoſe that make tz Objection, are. 
moſt1;; ſuch as do it upon the former I 
muiltake, 
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miſtake,which I have endeavoured to 


\ reQihe. 


(11) Want of Faith is pleaded. 


| And to this ſcruple I ſay, 


(1) Perhaps thou art ozr, and haſt 
been mi/ taught in the Doctrine of 
Faith. It may be thou takelſt Faith 
to be an aſſurance of Salvation ; or 


| ſuppoſelt that it requires thy aſſent 
tO many Principles, and ſuch as are u7- 
| reaſon. ible or doubtful ;, or perhaps thy 


| mind hath been confounded by phraſes, 
and various, metaphorical , and dark. 


repreſentations of Faith; ſo that thou 
dolt not ſo much as know what 1t 15,0r 
wherein it conſiſts. I hele all have been, 
and often are the caſes of many well- 
diſpoſed Chriſtians. The good man is 


not abſolutely aſſured of his Salvation; 
| or he doubrs ſometimes of many Da- 
 Frines and Opinions that he hath been 
| taught to believe as Fundamentals ; or 
| his underſtanding is confuſed by varie- 
| tyof odd notions;,and therefore he thinks 

be hath not Faith, and dares not ap- 


| proach the Holy Table. If any of theſe 
be thy condition,rectifie thy thoughts, 
and 
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ficult to underſtand. 


Faiths ſuch a belief of Divine Teſt ime 
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and thou wilt be rid of thy vain fears; 
Conſider the matter freely ; look on it 
in the Light of Scripture and Reaſon, 
and thou wilt find, that thoſe conceirs 
about Faith were groundleſs, Lay thig 
down for certain, That the plaimeſt and 
moſt obvious account of it is trueſt ; For 
God would not make that the great 
condition of the Goſpel, which is af 


Now the plain, [criptrral, rationd 
Notion 1s this, Faith in the genera 
is the belief of a Propoſition affirmed; 
Divine Faith, the belief of ſomething 
upon a Divine Teſtimony;Goſpel ſavint 


xy, as hath influence upon the heart 
and pradtice, and confirms them unt( 
x. If now we believe other Teſtimw 
ies, but not zhat which God hath gi- 
ven us.by, and of his So, our Faith 1s 
meerly k:mane, and we have nothin 
to do: with the Holy Sacrament. 


we believe the Revelations of God u| 
the Goſpel, but that belief hath not yet} 
dad ſuch power upon our affet30ns and} 
eenver [ations as 1t ought, and as we 

deſi 
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defpre: In this cale we may,and 'tis our 

| ary to come to the Lords lable, to 

| profels that degree of Faith which we 
| bave, and to pray for more, that It 
| may be made /o trong and li: ely, as i 
to transform our hearts, and all our | 


powers Into the /ikeneſs of it,and into 
his likeneſs who is the Author and F3- fi! 
-iſher of our Faith, And finally, ifour 
faith hath already had this effe& upon | 
us, We are to come to the Sacrament " 
for further confirmation of it. This is N. 
the ſhort and plain account of the mat- + 
ter, and if I ſhould run it out into fur- 
ther diſcourſe, this part would be 
diſproportioned to the reſt. If my 
brevity leave any of you unſatisfied 
In th15,0r any other things belonging 
to my Subject, I am at hand, willing 
and ready to give you further ſatis- 
faction. Burt, 

(2) It may be the weakneſs and 
1mperfettion of thy Faith makes thee 
think thou haſt one. In this caſe 
asK thy ſelf the queſtion : Dol think 
that Cbr:iſt Jeſus was an Impoſtor, and 
that the Goſpel is a Fable? Thon 


ſtarts 


_ S wWw nm = #  wac= EY ons TH _—— _- 


proper means of growth, and zeme 
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fſtartleſt and abhorreſt theſe thoughts : 
Hence thou mayſt be aſſur'd that thou 
haſt ſome degree of Faith, But that(it 
may be)is very /malland low : Be that 
the caſe; ask thy ſelf then again, 
whether thou haſt any deſire that 
thy weak Faith ſhould be ſtrengrhned, 
and thy imperfect Faith ſhould A £11- 
proved to greater and nobler nieaſures? 
If chou art a perſon fit to be dealt 
with ander this Head of Cor/cience,it | 
Is thus with thee ; thou art ſorry for 4 
rhis imperfection, and deſirous of growth; | 
and ;mprovement : And 1 /o,apply thy-* 
ſelf ro the Holy Sacrament, as tarthe% 
ty Of © 
thy ;mperfettton; Here thy Faith wh 
be exerc: ſed, and by exerciſe It will be. 
felt ; ſo that thy doubts will be 

clearcd : * Experience will aſſure 
my And howvthy Faith will by 
the uſe of this Ordinance, be quickned 
and advanced, I have ſhewn already. 
Thus to the Objection from the ſup- 
poſed want of Faith. But, 


(111) The 


to the Lo2ds Stpper. 

(111) The good man thinks that he 

wants Repentance too: He cannot 

repert he faith, and therefore Is not 

worthy. In anſwer, I take notice 
that, 


{iderable, viz. 1. Sorrow for lin, and 
2. Turning from it toa life of Holi- 
neſs and Virtue: 

I. It may bethy Sorrow 1s not ſo 
intenſe and grear as thou thinkelt is fit 
and ſuirable to ſuch an occaiion- Thou 
'aſÞ} not weep and grieve /o much for 
1 as the evils of it require; and 
 RtThou mayeſt not wholly want the 

Grace -of Repentance. AU indeed 


But Men are Sinners jn different mea- 


their- ſorrow and humiliations will 
likewiſe be drfferent. Deeper Con- 
victions and greatcr Agonies and 
Pangs of Sorrow may be expected 
from them whole Sins have heen capi- 
raland notorious, than from thoſe 


others whoſe lives have been more: 
67:1, and leſs tainted with ranting 


EOrMmt: 
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In Repentance two things are con- 


are Swnners, and all muſt repent : 


jures and degrees of guilt; and 


809 
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Enormities. It may be then thy E- 
ducation hath been ſober, and thy 
Inclinations not bent towards the 
eroſſer Vices; thou haſt not com. 
mitted any horrid Crimes, or ſuch 


ſms as look Ghaſtly in thy Conſcience; 


and conſequently thyConverſion hath 
not thoſe rerrours, and that dread in 
it,thoſe melting Sorrows.and violent 
expreſlions of Grief that thou obſer- 
veſt in ſome others. Though it be 
thus, thou baſt no reaſon to be dif- 
couraged, if thy Sorrow be /o much as 


' to engage thee to humble thy ſelf be- 


fore God, ſincerely to beg grace and 


forgiveneſs,and to obtain from thee ha- 


ered of thy ſins, and reſolutions 
againſt them ;. that ſorrow of thine is 
Goaly ſorrow,and part of true repen- 
raxce, though it bave not the greateſt 
degrees of wvehemence : theſe may be | 
wanting on another account alſo in 

them that are truly Penitent ; their 
temper may be more co/d, and their 
paſſions calmer than others are; and 


on this ſcore their reſentments leſs no- 
table, and the expreſſions of them leſs 
Cagpet - 
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eager : So that violences in ſorrow are 
not always arguments of r7ue reper- 
tance, nor the abſence of them a ſign 
of impenitency and hardneſs. If thou 
art {o ſenſible of ſin as to delire and 
endeavour to overcome and forſake it, 
thou art a Peritext In part, and thou 
oughteſt to come to the Sacrament 
| for the ſtrengthning of that ſenſe, 
{ and to gain more aſliſtance and more 
reſolution to ſubdue thy ſin. And if 
there be any real defed& in thy ſorrow. 
repair thither, that it may be awake- 
ped, and excited to degrees more be- 
coming, and effettive. 

But (2) The Objection preſleth 
as to the other part of Repenrance, I 
cannot leave my ſin,and therefore dare 
not approach the Holy Myſtery. But 
doſt thou deſ7re it? Coſt thou endeavour 
It?Jf /o, though thy delires are 1m- 
perfect, a:d thy endeavours weak , 
yet it is thy duty to preſent thy {:1f 
at the Holy Table. There thou mayſt 
expect to have thy Deſrres tncreaſt , 
and thy Endeavours het: htned and en- 


corrazed, And how both the former 
act 


SI 
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; act of Repentance,which is Sorrow,and 
this of Averſation, are promoted by þ 
| the Sacrament, I have particularly 
ſhewn 1n the former Periods,to which 
| refer you for your fuller Anſwer to 
this and ſuch like Objettions. | 
Thus of the Scruples that ariſe} ; 
from the firſt Head, the apprehenſion | 
of our own unworthiaeſ[s. I deſcend 
to another. 
| (11) Some abſtain from the Sacra 
4 ent becauſe of the Unwozthinels of } 
" Dchers ; wicked men are admitted, | 
and they will not have communion \vith | 
ſuch. Yea, they are commanded to 
have no fellowſhip with them, Eph. 5. | 
11. and fo come ort from among them, 
2 Cor. 6. 15. 
For the anſwering this, I propoſe | 
thele things to be conſidered, 
(1) Haſt thou taken the 2erhod | 
of our Saviour, Matth. 18, 15. with | 
| the Sinner, from whoſe communion | 
| thou thinkeſt thon muſt withdraw ? | 
l Haſt thou privarely told him of his | 
Y Faults ? Haſt thou admoniſht him 
before Witneſſes ? Haſt thou told the 
Church ! 
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Church ? If ſo, thou haſt done, and he 
perſiſt ſt11] in his wickedneſs, he will 
no doubt be /egally excluded from 
Chriftian Communion; and fo the foun- 
dation of thy doubt will be taken off. 

(2) How art thou /:re, when thou 
{reſt thoſe thou callelt wicked come to 
the Sacrament, that they do not repert 
of their wickedneſs, and come to the 
holy Ordinance to bez pardon for their 
ns, and /trength againſt them ? How 
dolt thon know that they are rot 
come to bind themſelves by deep reſo- 
lutions,and facred vows, to a ſpiritual 


warfare, and 2 new obedience ? Their 


coming makes Profeſſion of ſuch deſions 
and reſolutions, and how Joſt thou 
know that that Profeſſion 1s inſincere ? 
Halt thou a way of prying into the 
Heart ? 

But the man returns to his ſins as 
{oon as he hath done, and hence thon 
wit ſay, thou knoweſt his Hypocrifie. 
This indeed were ſomething, if it 
could be certainly foreſee ; but how 
he will demean himſelf after the Sa- 
crament,thou canlt not forerel; This may 

have 
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hare more effe(t npon him than for«ſſ + 
mer Sacraments have had. T his I fay,fl 


may be, and Charity thinketh no evil; 


but believeth all things hopeth all things, 
1 Cor.13. Or, if it now again prove 
otherwiſe, It is no certain evidence 
that the Man only made pretenc 
and ſhew ; he might then mean and 
aeſign truly, and well, but temptation 
and his l/ufts were too ſtrong for him, 
and carried him away againlt all hi 
endeavours and reſolutions. 

(3) Thou performeſt other ſacred 
duties, In which thou remembref 
Chriſt, and haſt Communion with God 
in the company of evil Men. Thea 
joyneſt in hearing,and publick Pra 
with ſuch; and why mayeſt thog 
not be preſent at the Sacrament with 
them ? | 
If it be pretended as a reaſor 
difference, That hearing the Word, 
ard Prayer, are conve/tins Ordinan- 
ces, but the Sacrament is not /o : I ail 
thee then, Whether thou meaneſt by 
[converting | a turning Men from open 


Infidelity to theProfeſſion of the Chrifts 
4 


to the Lozds Supper, 


a1 Faith, and the owning of Ch1i/ti- 
f anVirtues ? or only the rurning thoſe 
| that profeſs this Faith and Religion be- 
Þ fore, to the prafice of them ? If thou 
intendeſt the former, the Sacrament 
indeed is m0 converting Ordinance ; 
nor are the Word and Prayer ordi- 
nzrily uſed for ſ«ch purpoſes among 
vs, where the Goſpel is already ge- 
nerally profeſt : And thou doſt not 
bear the company of the wicked, of 
which we ſpeak 1n the places of pub- 
lick worſhip, upon any ſuch expeCta- 
c10n. | 

But if by Convertsng Ordinance, 
thou meaneſt (as is moſt likely) ſuch 
a one as God uſeth as a means to cauſe 
men profeſling the Name of Chriſt 
to depart from iniquity, to turn from 


& 


fn to holineſs, and from the power of 


Satan unto God, | ſee no reatbn why 
any ſhould think or ſay, that the 


Sacrament 1S no Converting Ordinance. 

If it be not, either *tis becauſe the 
Sacrament 1$n0 proper means,or becauſe 
God will not concur by his Crace with 
| It. Neither of theſe can be ſaid with 
any 
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ſins, and live an holy Life, be a fit In- 


An Earneſt Jnvitation 


any ſhew of reaſon : Not the formen 
for why ſhould not the ſolemn rememf 
brance of Chriſt, andthe Conſideration 
of what he hath dore and ſuffered, be 
a means for the killing of fir, which 
he came to deſtroy, and the promoting 
holineſs, which he lived and ayed ta 
advance ? yez, what can be ſuppoſed 
more /;hely and powerful for the pro. 
moting of that bleſſed purpoſe ? why 
ſhould not the fig and /cal of God's 
gracious Covenant to give Pardon and 
eternal Glory to all that forſake their 


> 
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{trument to provoke thoſe that un- 
derſtand it, to renounce their ſins,and 
to 14-vore themſelves unto Holineſs? 
wh; thould not that /olem:7, ſacred en- 
gager.:t, that al! that know what 
they do lay on themtzlves at the Sa- 
crament, 19 endeavonr to depart from 
every kno:vn cmil,and to prattice every 
known d#ty, be a means to oblige them 
tot? Curt 1nly there 1s nothing that 
in the 72 ure of the this , ſeems to be 
2 more lhc!y jn//rument to convert men 


from a life of ſi;z, to a life of holineſs ; 


than 


| 
| 
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than the ſacred remembrance of our 


Lord af his Table. So that if this 
Ordinance be not converting, it mult be, 
becauſe God will not concur by his 
Grace1n it : But whoever ſaith char, 
ſpeaks what he cannor know,and cannot 
prove; he talks withour book, and 
againſt 1t;and is ſo extravagant in his 
Aſſertion, that 1t would be folly to 
attempt the confuting of him. - 
This | have ſaid on this occaſion , 
not to engage in a Controverſte, but 
to clear a Matter of Chriſtian prattice. 


And the very Root of this Objetion 


lies 1n this Conceit, That the Sacra- 
ment 15 not a converting Ordinance;For 
which there 1s 70thing but Fancy, and 
the bare ſayings of ſome miſtaken mer. 
But now, if as I have proved,the S::- 
crament may be, and 1s an Inſtrument 
to Conrerſion ;, then, why ſhould any 
refrain, becauſe cvil men are :dimit- 
ted to it ? 

(4) If wicked men come to the $3- 
crament that are not prep.tred for it, 
their unpreparedneſ-ts rhe; [i;1,andthey 
hall anſwer for it : But ;rc ought not 

theres 


the myſtscal body and blood of our Lord 
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therefore to negleCt our duty, becau 
they have omitted theirs, We may 
and we ought to adviſe,and admoni 
them to prepare themſelves for th 
Ordinance before they come to it: 
they will not follow our brotherly ad 
monition, we cannot help it ; w 
nave done what we can to rend 
them more worthy, and their fin ſhq 
not be laid to our charge. To prepail 
our ſelves for the Holy Communion, 
and to addreſs our ſelves unto it, 4 
that which we are ſure concerns us 
If we neglect, 'tis or ſin, and otha 
mens {ins will not excuſe us. Thetr ſas 
ring 11; one kind ſhould be no reaſc 
why we ſhould ſ;- in another. Ther 
is no reaſon that we ſhould ſtary 
our ſelves, becauſe others take ti 
bread that belongs not to them. 
(5) If we are worehy Communt 
cants, and others receive unworthilp 
They have no Communion with s, nd 
we v'ith them: They only cat break 
and drink wine, but we partake 


Our Communion is with the Fathers ' 
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I 7th his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and with the 
A Faithful , worthy Recezvers; but the 
A unworthy parzake neither with «ws nor 

SJ thc. If an Ape leap upon the Table, 

and eat of the bread where Friends 

are met at entertainment,ls he there- 
fore a Guelt ? Is he one of the Compa- 
ny ? If writings are to be mutually 
© ſcaled there among the Friends, and 

that Creature catcheth up the Seal, 

F and doth as the Covenanters do,is he 

therefore a party ? He doth the ſame 

ation, but not with the ſame defegns 
and eras ; and theſe make the Commur 
non, The caſe is thus in reference to 
thoſe ungodly men that intrude to the 

Sacrament ; and the pions Communi- 

cants have no reaſon to think. them- 

ſelves concern'd in their company. 
 Iheir bodjes are rogether , but their 

; ues act and move different ways. 

7 The Communion is ſpiritual ; and only 

thoſe that receive as they ought have 


fellowſhip with Chriſt , and with one il 
another. And this were enough to 

anſwer that Part of the Objection 
M alſo that is taken from the Scripture, 
2 E ___ where 
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ſecret. Chriſtians were not to com 


where we are forbid to have felon. 
ſhip with wicked men. But I add, 
(6) When Chriſtians are prohihz 
ted wicked Fellowſhip, Ephbeſ. 5 11, 
It is evident that the prohibition 
concerns Heathen myſteries, which 
are there call d the unfruitful work 
of darkneſs,becauſe they were uſed iy 
cloſe receſſes; and verſ. 12. The 
Apoſtle ſaith, Ir is 4 ſhame to ſpeak 
thoſe things that are done of them 


municate with the Heathens in ther 
aboninable Myſteries : No, nor my 
they partake with wicked men In an 
attion of vice, nor make them ther 
boſome friends, nor be concernel 
with them in other matters mon 
than needs ; eſpecially if they ar 
openly prophane , and obſtznarely ut 
godly. But it doth not therefor 
follow, that they muſt forſake thei 
Lords Table, and the moſt ſolemn 
expreſſions of duty to him, becauk 
evil men #ntradjngly preſent then 
ſelves unto 1t. 


And 
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And whereas Chriſtians are com- 
manded to come out from among ther, 
and to be ſeparate, 2 Cor 6. 17. ?Tis 
plain, that the perſons they are re- 
quired to ſeparate from were Hea- 
thens and Idvlaters: For they are 
called Vnbelicvers ; veil, 14. Infidels, 
verſ. 15.And that they were /aolaters, 
is intimated, ver. 16. What apree- 
ment hath the Temple of God with 
Idols ? Whence it follows, Where- 
fore come out from amongſt them. So 
that this place doth not concern the 
preſent buſineſs z Chriſtians were 
to ſeparate from the Worſhip of Hea- 
then Idolaters,but it doth by no means 
follow hence that they muſt forſake 
- the true Chriſtian Worſhip, be- 
cauſe evil Men ( who yet profeſs 
Chriſt) afford the'r preſence at 


It 


And this may ſuffice for Anſwer 
to the Objections taken from tne «7- 
worthineſs of others that are admitted 
In mzxt Communions. 
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. Laſtly, The «nworthineſs of our 


_ Wap of Adminiſtration is pretended 
| by ſome, as a reaſon why they canne 
communicate with us. 1 ſhall only 


.  Jſpeak briefly to two Exceptions 
- this ſort. 


(1) The Sacrament is adminiſtred 
among us in the way of Forms 0 
Prayer, which they think to be 
contrary to ſpiritual Worſhip. And 


- (2) kneeling at jt 1s required, which 


they ſuppoſe to be contrary to the 
hrſt Example; and ſo an irregular po- 
ſture of receiving. 


To the firſt, 1 ſay theſe things,(1) 


Worſhip and Prayer may be /piricual, 


where Forms are uſed : For the ſpirk 
znality doth not conſiſt in the inven 
tion of words, but in the due 3n- 
ztentionand ingagement of the Soul. If 
we pray in faith, with humility, ſelf- 
reſignation, and boly deſire of the good 
things we pray for, we pray im the 
ſp*rit though by a Form. And if on the 
other hand, we expreſs our ſelves by 
conceived Prayers never ſo fluently and 


earnefily,and haye not thoſe diſpoſerions 


ol 


- 
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of 50ul upon us when we pray, our 
prayers are formal, though without 
a form. Which of theſe is fitteſt in it 
ſelf, 1 ſhall not diſpute,but only ſay, 
that nether 1s unlawful, but both have 
their uſe ; and add, that oze ſort may 
be propereſt at one time, and the other 
fort at another ſeaſon; ſo that 'tis filly 
ſuperſtition to be devoted to the opin1- 
on of one of them, as adſalutely to 
condemn the other as :n:lawful. in 
publick Worſhip, Forms have the ads 
vantage in ſecuring the gravity and 
ſolemnity of it, and in rhis too, that 
the Worſhippers know what 1t is they 
joyn in : But in ſecret devotions, con 
cev'd Prayers may ſometimes ſuit bets 
ter with particular occaſtons,and may 
engage the altections m!97e, So that 
either of theſe may be nſe9, as ſhall 
beſt accord with the ends of Prayer. 
And when the publick Authority of 
the Church requires the one, we may 
not ſcruplc 1t, taougn we are more 
affetcd with the other; eſpecially, 
ſince we may inprivare take the liber- 
tyto uſe which of them we think fit- 

E-3 teſt. 
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teſt. (2) Thoſe that are molt againſt 
Forms, pray by them, when they join 
with another that prays, though he 
do it never ſo much er tempore : For 
the Peoples Minds are not concern'd 
in inventing the words they pray by;the 
Min'ſter gives a Form to them. And 
if you may pray in the form of a pri- 
vate perſon dictated to you ſuadenly, 
and without delibergrion, and which 
you do not know before, whether it. 
will agree with good ſence or ſound Do- 
&rine; why then may you not do it in 
the forms of the Church compos'd by 
wiſe and revercnd perſons upon ma- 
eure COM fideration and advice ; eſpect- 
ally wien they are /uch as we do, Or 
may know before to be pious ard grave, 
ſuitable to Chriſtian Neceſſities, and 
Chriſtian Truths + There 1s no good 
reaſon that I know to make a ſcruple 
of the /arter, if we admit the fer-. 
mer. 

(1I.) Kneeling at the Sacramert 
1s not agreeable to the firſt Example; 
our Savioiir adminilſter'd to his Diſci- 
DI:s fetine ;, and perhaps you fear 

there 
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there is ſomething of Popery in the 
poſture of Kneeling. 

I anſwer (1) we are not bound to 
a nice and punCtual obſervance of a/l 
the Circumſt ances that were in the Pr j- 
mitive Example : The Siccament was 
firſt adminiſtred 1a the Evening in an 
upper r00-m, only to twelve perſons , 
and thoſe Men, and Eccleſtalticks, or 
at leaſt ſuch as were deſtined to be /o: 
But even the ObjeRors do not think 
| weareobhged to act inthe Sacrament 
ſtrictly after the Example of theſe 
Particulars : and why ſhould we ſup- 


poſe our ſelves to be tyed in the mat-- 


ter of poſture, more than in thoſe other 
Circumſtances,. which we acknow- 
ledge to beof no binding nature ?(2) 
The poſture of thoſe times at meals 
was not ſitting, but leaning , accord- 
ing to the then Caſtom of the Romans. 
So weread Fohn 2 1. 20. That the be- 
loved Diſciple leaned on his maſters 
breaſt at Supper. And though the Engliſh 
Tranſlation renders, Luke 22. 14. 
He fate down, and the Diſciples with 
him; it is in conformity to our phraſe 

E.: 4 and 
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and cuſtom, which is ſirting : for the 
word in the Original [e"1£7:n] doth 
not imply that poſture, but 1s appli 
cable to any other that is uſed, as wel 


as ſitting. So that if we are ſtrih 
tycd to the 0r19;nal poſture, we mult 
lean at the Sacrament, and neither ſi 
nor kxeel. But (3) the Inftitutiog 
hath not bound us to either the one 
or the other, but left the matter tg 
be determined by the general Rida 
of Decency and Reverence. And find& 
the Fathers of the Church have cons 
manded krceling, as the poſture moſk 
expreſſive of our Humility and Reve 
rence In receiving the pledges of Di 
vine Love, I ſee no reaſon why an} 
ſhould bogele rt it ; much leſs why 
they ſhould refuſe their Duty, and 
their Privilege, abſtain from thelr 
fipiritual food, and the ſolemn re 
membrance of their dear Lord, ra 
ther than do a thing ſo innocent, 0 
decent, and ſo reverend, which the 
Authority of the Church require 
from them. He hath but little ap- 
petite to his meat, that will not eat 
It 
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it except he may do it in ſuch a fa- 
ſhion as 1s agreeable to his own hu- 
mour. 

|, but the ObjeCctor donbts, that 
there is real danger, and ſomething 
of Popery in the caſe; the Papiſts uſe 
k:eeling to fignifhe their adoration of 
the Ho#t,, and the Scrupuler fears 
there may be ſome ſuch thing in our 
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practice. But this fear is very un- 


charitable and groundleſs , ſince our 
Church doth ſo vehemently and con- 
ftantly declare againſt the Tranſub- 
ff ant:ation of the Romaniſts, and the 
adoration Of any creature ; and ſince 
we arc always told , that kzeeling is 
required for 0 other reaſon than to 
fienifie our Humility and Reverence - 
And though the Papiſts do exprei3 
more by that poſture , yet ſince our 
Church declares, that th: is all ſhe 1n- 
tends in reverence to the conſecrated 
Elements, there 1s no ground wity 
any ſhould think more is meant by it, 
Kneeling ſignifies Reverence as well as 


Worſhip ; and the declaration of the 


perſon himſelf is enough to forew 
7 whiCcy) 
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which of them he 17tends. But beſides, 


though the Papiſts adore the Bread as 


the real Body of Chriſt, and therefore 
kneel before it, yet that can be no rea- 


ſon why we ſhould 7zor 1n this remem- | 


brance of our Lord adore himſelf : They 


kneel to him as preſent corporally ; we | 
worſhip lum as virrually and ſpiritually } 


preſent. 


This I might urge further as a poſi- } 
tive Argument for the poſture of kyecl- 
ing, over and above the uſe of 1t, as þ 
an Anſwer to the Objection. Thus, 
all acknowledge that Chriſt is to be} 
worſhippd. Receiving the Sacrament | 
is the proper Worſhip of Chriſt ; andF 
kneeling 18 a proper {ignification of ads- F 
ration. It follows that on this account þ 
kneeling 18 fit, and firteſt to be uſed inf 
the action of Communion. But 1 ſhall Þ 
purſue this matter no. further, what | 
have ſaid may fſatisfie the modeſt and 


reaſonable; and people that are ſet 


and reſolv'd in their Opinions, will | 


not be ſatisfied with never ſo muck | 


more. 
I ſhould 


| 
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I ſhould now draw to an end, 
but I am loth to leave you without 
ſome particular Rules of Preparation ; 
Thefe 1 ſhall lay down plainly and 
briefly in the enſuing Periods. 


| aa is —___AY 
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CHAP. VIL 


_ He Perſons that are to come t» 
> the Sacrament may be diſtin- 
guiſhed into two ſorts, viz. Either 


ſuch as do repent and are ſorry for 


their Ss , but have not yet in any 
good degree prevailed over them ; or, 
thoſe 0:her more improved and grown 
Chriſtians, who in conſiderable mea- 
ſure have maſtered their Sins, and 
are endowed with many habits of 
Holineſs and Virtue. The frſ# {ere 
are yet under the Zaw, viz. A ſtare 
of ſenſe and convittion Of fin 5 ot 
have not attained to the glorio 1s 'Li- 
berty of the Sons of God, or the. ſtate of 
power over them, But the others 

have 
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have arrived to that power in compe- 
tent meaſure, fo that /i2 doth not 
reign in their mortal bodies, becauſe 
they are not under the Law, but under 
Grace, For diſtinction ſake, I call the 
firit ſort, Ware Penitents; the ſe- | 
cond, the Faithful. Now the P, epa- 
rations that concern theſe are different 
as their ſtates are. 


I. For the Bare Pentents, and Sor- 
7owers for Sin, Iadviſe them to pre- 
pare by the Rules following, 

(1) Endeavour to make your ſelves | 
as /enſible as you can of the evil of ſin; | 
Conſider itas an eremy unto God, and ! 
to your own h=ppinelſs ; as the baſeſt | 
ingratitude,and the greateſt deformity ; 
as a thing to be hated for it /ulf, if 
there were no conſideration had to 
its cffetts - Look upon it as the de- 
ſtroyer of your preſent , as well as 


future peace and felicity; as the en- 


{laver of your Souls to the Devzl, and 
that which debaſeth them to the 
likeneſs and condition of beaſts. 


Aggra- | 
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Aggravate ſuch conſiderations in 
your thoughts by all the Circum- 
ſtances that may render ſin odious 
to you. 


(2 ) Conſider the graciozs na- 
ture of the Covenant that God hath 
made with us in his Son ; That by 
that Covenant he hath aſſured all 
true Penitents of pardon of their 
Sins, and ſtrength againlt them. So 
that be our Sins never ſo many, or 
ſo hainons, they will be forgiven, if 
we repent and turn from them ; 
and be they never ſo ſtrong and 210- 
lent upon us, they may be overcome, 
if we accept and uſe the Grace that 
the Covenant offers to us. Repre- 
ſent theſe things duly, and frequent- 
ly to your thoughts, and for the 
making the deeper impreſſions on 
them, colleCt thoſe places of Scrip- 
ture that ſpeak ſo fully of the Love 
and Mercies of God, his readineſs to 
pardon, and deſires of our happineſs, 
the frequent and free offers of his kind- 
neſs; His invitations to Sinners to 
come 
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come unto him, and his often bewas.. 


ings of their obſtinacy and haraneſs in 
running from him : Conſider that he 
ſent his Son into the World to ſeek 


and to fave them that were loſt, to | 


bring Sinners ro repentance , tO take 


away the ſins of the World, to deliver 


us from the wrath to come, and that 


the World through him might be ſaved ; | 


I fay, draw together ſuch paſlages, 
awell upon them in thy Meditations, 
$i]l thou haſt fd thy Soul with then. 


And then, thou wilt find great en- 
 couragement to ſeek for pardon, 


and wilt be ſupported againſt thoſe 


faintings and deſpondencies , that 


the meer ſenſe of Sin , without a 


Saviour, might occaſion in thy 
Soul. 


(3) After this, ſummon up all 
thy Reſolutions againſt thy Sins ; 
Conſider thy Bapri/mal Engagements, 
how juſt, and reaſonable , and nece/- 


ſary they were ; Reſolve to confirm 


them by mew Yows. Content not 
thy ſelf with ſome cold and indefinite 


1NTER* 


a 


ſolving new obedience. And being 
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intentions of leading a new Life 
ſome time - or other , but endeavour 
to ſettle in a firm , unalterable pur- 
poſe of fighting againſt Sin, and 1;- 
ving unto God. Do all thou canſt by 
Reaſon and Religion, by the Conſidera- 
tions of Duty and of Intereſt, to fix 
thy Soul here. And then, 


(4) Be earneſt with God in Prayer, 


to give thee a fuller ſight of Sin, 


and clearer, ſurer thoughts of pardon- 
ing Mercy : To preſent thee with 
more Arguments to heighten thy re- 
ſolutions, and to make thy Soul more 
capable of being moved by them. 
I fy apply thy ſelf unto God by 
Prayer , publick,, private and ſecret 
Prayer , Confeſling thy own vileneſs, 
acknowledging his Mercies, and re- 


thus prepared, 


(5) Look on the Holy Sacrament as 
thy great Duty and Remeay ;, As that 
to which God calls thee, and the 
ſtate and neceſſities of thy Soul Log 

c ec > 
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thee; As that Ordinance in which | 
thou art to ſeek and mayeſt expect par 
don and ſtrength, reſolution and peace, 
Conſider this, and raiſe thine apperite | 
and expeCtations ; for they that hunger 


and thirſt after righteouſneſs ſhall be 
filled, 


And now when thou haſt exerciſed 
thy ſelf in theſe afts , and the time of 


| the Holy Communion approacheth, 
'| Then, 


(6) Imploy thy time in awake- 
ning and affeftionate thoughts of 
Chriſt thy Lord. Conſider the 
greatneſs of his Condeſcenſion, the 
kindneſs of his Undertaking , the 
holineſs of his Life , the purity of 
his Dofrine , the heavineſs of his 
Sufferings , the power of his Reſur- 
refton, and the glory of his Aſcen- 
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and often, upon theje and ſuch inſtan- 
ces of the Hiſtory of the holy Jeſus, 
fl and by them diſpoſe thy ſelf to a be- 
| fitting remembrance of him at his 
t 


a. ſon. Turn thy thoughts earneſtly, 


'Table. 


And 
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And (Laſtly) Gather up all thy 
thoughts and reſolutions together 
viz. thy apprehenſions of thy wile- 
:e/s of ſin, of the Grace of the Cove- 
ant , and the merits of thy Lord; 
thy purpoſes of leaving every evil 
way, and of renewing thy bapti/ſmal 
Vows, and ſay to thy ſelf, Now is 
the time come that I muſt uſe rheſe 
thoughts and reſolves, that I may 
obtain pardon, and ſtrength, vitto- 
ry over ſin, and aſſurance of happi- 
neſs: My Lord invites me to the 
great repreſentation of the evil of fin 
in his own ſufferings ;, to ſee his Body 
wounded, and his Soul made an offer- 
ine for Sin, in the Type of Bread bro- 
ken, and Wine poured out; To re- 
member his Conqueſt over Sin by 
Death, and a glorious Reſurrection ; 
To ſee the Covenant of Grace and 
pardon ſealed : He invites Ire to 
theſe privileges, and calls upon me 
to bind my ſelf Rronger in this holy 
Covenant, and thereby to make my 
ſelf the ſubje&t of thoſe bleſſings tt 
allures and conveys. 1 ſay, "oy 

thy 
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expect of the benefits. But if your | 

minds, that have not been uſ:d to 
ſririt ual things, will not fix long on | 
ſuch thoughts and Meditations : In- | 
gage them, as far as you car: pro- 
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thy Soul in ſuch thoughts, and 
bring them with thee to the Lords 
Jable, ſpread them before him 
there in humble Confeſſions, Sup- 


plications, and Acknowledgments , 


and thou mayeſt then expect to re- 


ceive the benefit thou art ſeeking 
after. 


Theſe are Preparation! for a bare 
Penitent, that hath yet made but little 
progreb in ſubduing of his Sine, 
And though the + 
all theſe are not ab 


: 
Glotely neceſlary 


to the coming of ſuch to the Lords | 


Table; yet the more they have been 
exerciſed in them, ſo much the better 
it is, by ſo much they are more pre- 
pared, and ſo much more they may 


ceed in the Method preſcribed with 
that azlizence and care that becomes 


one that 1s ſerious. And ther, though 


YOUT 


eft degrees of 
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your Preparations be imperfett now, 
they may be more complear againſt 
another ſeaſon. If thou art ſenſible 
they have been ſo defettive, maintain 
and keep up that ſenſe, and refolve 
upon it, to endeavour to fit thy ſelf 
better for another Sacrament, by re- 
n:?wingthe /ame method, which will 
be eaſter for thee in the progreſs than 
It was In the beginning. 


As for the other ſort, viz. 
Il. Thoſe that have advanced 1n the 
conqueſt of their ſins ; They are to 
 atÞ over all the former Particulars, that 
| Thave adviſed to the bare Penitents - 
For being yet ſimmers, and imperfett, 
they have need to uſe that methed. 
And there are theſe few other Dire- 
(ions to be briefly added, that do 
turther concern them. 


(1) Call your ſelves to a parricu- 
lar accourt concerning your Si”, 
examining what vices you are m9ft 
addifted tro, and what are the ſims 
of your zempers, or of your Pro- 


feſſion 
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feſſion and Calling : When you haye- 
found thoſe, exercife particular afts 
of Repentauce npon them, and re- 
new your reſolutions 2gainſt them, 
Confider, that allowance of them ig 
inconſiſtent with ſrzcerity, and a ſtate 
of true regeneration ; that 'tis neceſ. 
fary you ſhould oppoſe and ſubdue. 
them, and that the holy Sacrament | 


35 tO be uſcd as a mean: for that bleſs | 
ſed cd. 


(2) Examine what ground you have 
got xpon your ſins ſince the laft Sacrar | 
ment, Whether you are now more | 
tenaer and fearful of offendin2 God 
than you were before ; whether your 
mnclination to any evil be more weakned 
and morrified ? If ſo, take incourages 
ment hence to go 07 with more Chris 
Itian vigeur and reſolution. If not, hum- | 
ble your ſelves for your unfruitfuineſs, | 
and endeavour to diſpoſe your Souls | 


to Make A berrer uſe of the next op- 
portunity. 


(3) Inquire 
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(3) Inquire into the ſtate of your 
Souls as to your Graces; what Graces 
are wanting, and what are weak? 
which are growing, and which at a 
ſtand ? and when your have found the 
condition of your Souls as to theſe, 
then exerciſe you meditations upon 
theſe Particulars in the Life, Dottrine, 
and Precepts of your Lord, whom you 
are to remember at his Table, that 
may be proper for your caſe. Apply 
your thoughts, and cares, and reſo- 
lutions that way. Deſign and reſolve 
to attend the holy Sacrament for the 
ſupply of thoſe wants, and to endea- 
| vour to ule 1t ſo, that the needed Gra- 
ces May be obrair'd, and the weak ones 
may be ſtrengthned, that thoſe that 
are at a #?ay may be put Into morior: 
| forwards, and thoſe that are growing 
| may be further improved. If you thus 
| provide, and imploy your ſelves in 
the method before remembred, you 
will then be meet partakers of the 
boly myſteries, and may aſſure your 
ſelves of the bleſſings and advantages 
which they convey. | 

This 
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His Subje&t would have requi- 
red a larger diſcourſe, but my 
preſent buſineſs was principally with 
the careleſs and negligent, to whoſe 
condition I have moſtly applied | 
my ſelf. For the others, that are 
ſolicitous for their Souls, and deſi. | 
rous to be further informed abomt | 
this great and important affair of ' 
preparation, I ſhall adviſe them to get, 

and carefully to read and digeſt two 
excellent Books of the Sacrament: | 
The former called Menſa Myſtica, 

or a Diſcourſe concerning the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper , by Dr. 

E: Simon Patrick ; and the latter named. 

| the Chziſtian Dacrifice, containing 
| moſt excellent Meditations and Pray: 

ers, both before and after the Sacra- 
ment. 


i la the fir# deſign of this little | 
x Diſcourſe 1 intended to have added | 
z ſome things of that ſort for your 
if uſe ; but while I was thinking of it, 

/ my Plous, Learned, and Excellent 


Friend the Author, ſent me one of 
| hoſe his laſt Books, the Dewvorios 
'" and 
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and Piety of which is extraordinary ; 
and there is nothing that I know fitter 
to prepare your affettions,and to excite 
themto the nobleſt height of de/ire and 
love.than thoſe Heavenly Meditations ? 
And you cannot uſe more proper judici- 
05 Or affettionate Prayers, than thoſe 
he hath annext. So that | was exceed- 
ing glad when I ſaw this uſeful, inuch 
needed work, ſo incomparably well 
_ done,thatthere was no occaſion of my 
doing any more in it,than earneſtly to 
recommend that Book to your peruſal. 
And intreat you to get it into your 
Houſes,and from time to time to en- 
deavour to warm your Souls by it, 
when you are preparing for the Sacra- 
ment, and by it to fix you in your 
reſolutions of living according to your 
engagements there, when you have at- 
tended on that bleſſed Ordinance. 


And now, my Friends, I leave you 
to the bleſſing of God, and the con- 
ſiideration of what I have ſaid. Whart- 
ever judgment may be made of ir, 

[ 


__—_— 


—— 


—_— 
—_— 
hen. cf an. >. 


"I" 7 . 


* »* W 
- — 


F 
j 

\Þ 
? 
| 

ſ 


I12 An Earneſt Jnvitation 


[ have this Teſtimony, that 1 mean I 
it ſ-cerely. And I ſhall never ceaſeto 
pray, that both you and I may ſin- | 


cerely practice according to it. 


* Tour fatthful Monitor, 


and Servant, 


JPoſticript 
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PE ny ITY: 


Citizens 


BAI H. 


Chriſtian Friends, 


B* irc Writing of this Book 
or your Uſe, I have taken what 
Care yo could, you ſhould hae it in your 
E Hands- 


I14 


Joyful ro fee the mutual 


JIofflcript. 


Hands ; and eſpecially thoſe cf the poor: 
er {ort that rainot Huy. [ was ex- 
treamly ſatisfied 10 perceive ſo good an © 
Effe&t of thoſe Endeavours at the laſt 
ſolemn time of Sacraments. Such 
Communions have 12: been here ſince 
our unhappy 1roubles, that wnhinged fi 
all : And now give me leave to a. 
you, 

Dr it not copfort your Hearts to ſec 
ſomething like the former days of Cha- 
rity and Peace? Is it not a bleſled 
fight ro behold a fall Aſſembly »f 
Chriltians mee with one accord, to 
Worſ Chriſt their Lord ? Is nut the 
Service more ſolemn, and are not onr 
Hearts more raiſed? Are r0t 16:7 De- 
votions kindled byghe Zeal of others ; 
and our Spirits reffeſhe br go 1g 19: 14 
Flouſe of God in Colapany ? 7- zr not 
mity of Chri- 
{tans expreſt there ;, and fv joyn 17 tull 
conſent in remembring our dear Lord ; 
Joyntl; vowing our ſelves to hisService ; 
er4: fig bum ſor his Love, and waiting 
.2 him for his Bleſſings?Is not this more 
xe Religion 4nd Worſhip, than the 

diſcou- 


Poſtſcript. Ils | 
diſcouraging ſight of a few, ſcatter'd ; 

here and there, when multitudes tnrn 
their backs upon this Fealt of Divine | 
Grace and Love? Is not this more com- | 
fortable than living in a ſtupid negleft of f 
a great known Duty, and better than i; 
4 running into Corners after fancies and |: | 
- unknown ways? 1s nor Religion more 
h1mour'd, and Peace more promoted,and 
Charity and Edification more advar- 
ced, by a joynt Worſhip of our Re- 
leemer,than by Separations, ard proud 
Singularities? Have not our Children 
and Servants a better Example in ſuch 
4 PraCtice? ant are they not prepared for 
Reverence, and a careful ſenſe of 
Religion, when they ſee fall Congrega- 
tions devoutly attending uponthe Service 
of it? Will not the great reproach of the 
Reformation be taken away by our 
Unanimity iz Worſhip ; and the ſcan- 
dal of our coldneſs and want of 7eal, | 
thet hath turn'd ſo many tothe Church 

of Rome on the one hand, and to the ; 
Sefts on the other, in great pars be re- 


o 
- - - _ 
I "I _—_—K dw - 


movec'.aud our Church better ſecured in 
F 2 theſe 


116 JIoſticript. 
theſe daxgerous days fron thilt \_e- 
mies on borh ſtaes ? 

To theſe things, Sirs, if yo. oniKer, 
you muſt conſent, and I be;cr.) von 0 
weich ſeriouſly the Benefits 1hat will ac- 
cre to your Rives and the publick weal 
of the Church and Kingdom , by an 
Accord in Worſhip. As you 9awe be- 
gun in this, I hope you wili hold on, and 
ſhew that it was not only a Fit of Deyo- 
tion, or any by-conſideration rar 7n- 
atced 101 to it, bur 7 conviction and 
lene « Duty. 

[ ave repreſentes 15 you the neceſſity 
of perſeverance in R-ligion, ad the 
dangers of Apoſticy : Ihey that 
endive to the end ſhall by fav 2 Mb 
13. 13. Butif any man Jray hack, 
God faith, His So111 hatic « » plea ſure 
in him. *7:s a terrible ſaying bat 6? the 

Apoſtle,which I ni: you well 19 conſid'r; 

It is impoſſible for thoſe who were 
Once enlightued, and have taſted of 

the Heaveniy Gift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
have taſted the good Word of God, 
ant the Powers of the World to 
come, 


1oftſcript, "bio 


come, If they ſhall fall away, to re- 
new them again to repentance, Heb. 
0. 4.5, 5 

You have now ſolemnly confirnicd your 
Baptiſmal Engagements, axd ſacredly 
vowed your ſelve: t9 Chriſt as hjs Ser- 


vants and Subjects ; wharever im- 


per.ection there Was 1 toſe begin- 
RINgS,take berd you do 19 afrcount trite 
as nothing : C 3d doth not deſpiſe the 
day of ſinall ti things, Zach. 4. 10. Tor 
are not to be aiſcourag d rem you feel 
not any great Effects at firſt ; the pro- 
greſs of the Grace of God, like the 
growth of Plants, 1s often by degrees, 
inſenſible, in continuance you will find 
the benefit, increaſe of your Graces 
and of your Comforts : But if you leave 
off what you have begun, you will grow 
worſe and worſe ; more hardned i FA 
and more averſe to \piritual Duties ; 
yo:t will diſhonour Religion, and the ho- 
ly Sacrament, more by your Apoſtacy, 
i 272 EUEY YOu f} A by yorr former neg- 
SeLy' - You will offend and diſcouranc 
tners from trying thoſe ways Whzci yout 
ze attempted and left ; and wo be to 
2 ALES: 


1129 Poſſſcript. 
thoſe by whom ſuch Orei;ces come. 
But, Sirs, 1 truſt, you, having begun 


in the Spirit, will not thus; end in the 
Fleſh. Tow have ſolemnly profeſt your 


Belief «: Chriſt,and adherence ro him; 
hatred of your ſins, and reſolutions of 
new Obedience : And I hope you ſee 
0 cauſe to alter your Minds : If not, in 
the Name and Fear of God, keep on 1n 


your Attendance 07 that Sacred Ord1- 


nance : Negle& no Opportunity of 
nieering your Lord, profeſſing your love, | 
and receiving Tokens of his. The 
Primitive Chriſtians aid at firſt every 
Week ; and our frequency in the ſame 
Duty may contribute much to the 7cſt0- 
ring that Divine Spirit of Holineſs, 
and Peace, and Love, that was ſo emi- 
nent among thoſe Bleſſed Saints and 
Martyrs of Jeſus. 7 wiſh you would 
afford me Occaſion to deliver the Sacra- 
ment every Month (aU the Year) as I 


do it during the Summer-ſeaſon, for the 


ſake of thoſe pious Strangers that are 


willing to aſe ſpiritual, as well as na- 
tural means of health : And I ſhould 
be veryplad 16 meet more of you at ſuch 

F:mes. 


Poſtſcript. 
trmes. It would be n1 hindrance to your 
Aﬀairs; for God and Religion are 
never out of a Mans way. Ar his Table 
we ſeek,and may hope to find his Bleſſing; 
and this is neceſſary to the Concerns of 
* this Life,as well as to noſe of the next. 


And methings every one that hath a- 
ny ſence of fin, and remorſe for it,ſhould 
rejuyce there 4s ſuch a Remedy, and 
have frequent recourſe 10 it. W- fall 
into 11m daily, and thereby road var 
Conſciences, and lay in matter for 
troubles and fears : This obligeth ns 
to repeated Atts of Repentance, 4nd 
the more ſerious and ſolemn 7zt rs, the 
more eftectual ze will be, and the more 
comfort and peace will ariſe from tr. 

Now 1m the holy Sicrament we /-- 
lemnly profeſs, confirm, and exerciſe 
our Repentance, ard receive there al(- 
{vrance of Pardon and Peace mith 
God ; {2 that our own neeas jhoald ti 76 
ns t0 f requent Attendance on 1his facred 
Dury, and to deſwe and earneſtly to 
expect the returns of 2t. 

Tii-, as it would eaſe thoſe that are 
oppreje by the burden 0 ther Ins, IL 
þ 4 511d 
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would it be an excellent preſervative 
againſt it : For nothing tends more t0 
the deſtruftion of our {ins, and growth 
of our Graces, tvan often to examine 
our ſelves, to renew cur Reſolutions, 
and toimplore the Divine Ald anaHelp: 
And to theſe Exerciles the holy SaCras 
ment engageth mw ; and therefore this 
! is one of the moſt effectual Inttraments [| 
| - of Keformetion, aid an holy Life, 

Th that we can muſe, 


Tpon the mile, Chriitian 
Erin (US, ler us all revert = be heartily 
for: } tia.tt ic hat 'C [: tLertobten (0 Wants 
123 19 the great Duty, and to this SPI- 
rituil Intereſt; and reſolve wa 
1:50 Grace and Strength of God, 
CCS OUT wife roned Repentance fr | 
car former negleAs by our future dili- | 
gence. 

[9 dh, VT*LY Do: Of10718 727 it, [ here 
annex ſine p.irticut.t Prayers, which 
] theſe th.it aro mot better Pr vided, 7714y 
8 i/e Ar there it need Ti {e [ thorght 
E very prop? to be :44ea, beeunte 1 foar 
may perform hos | Duty 3 ' 4 Cod, dead, 
Me cnitonar ' 
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cuſtomary manner, for w.mnmt of ſome 
ſuch Help. 

And now I pray God to bleſs theſe 
poor Endeavours both ro You and Me, 


and that we may ve encouraged and 
excited by them 19 conſtancy iz our 


Puty., and aſſiſt cd by [ts Grace CONCHUT= 


ring with them toperform this ſolemn 
Worſhip with /uch Sincerity and De- 


vorion, that his Name may be glorified, = 


and our Souls comforted with the par- 
don of our Sins, ard peace of Conſci- 
ence here, and at length attain that 
everlaſting peace and reſt that remain: 
for good men in the Kingdom of our 
Lord Feſus : To whom with the Fathsr 
and Holy Spirit, be Praiſe and Adorc- 
:10n henceforth and for ever, Amen, 
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A Paper at Entrance, before the 
Holy Sacrament 1s begun. 


Oſt grzcious Father, Thou 
1nvitelt mea vile Sinner, 
unworthy of the leaſt Fa- 

vour, to a Spiritual Ban- 

cuet, to a Feaſt of Love: Lord, | am 
come upon thy gracious call ; being 


| Poor and needy, weary and heavy la- 


den under the burthen of my 14ns, ! 


COllis 


I2 


z 
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come unto thee, O Lord, for relict 
and reſt : Help me to approach theſe 
| holy Myſteries with fear and reve- 
rence, deep hunility, and ardent de-. 
votion: with an Heart full of Faith 
and Love ; ſenſible of thy infinite 
Goodnels in ſending thy Son to dye 
for me ; and of his in:xnreſlible Love 
1n undertaking and accompliſhing tne 
work of my Redemption, truly ſorry 
for my manifold fins, and througnly 
reſolv'd againſt them; and grant 
Holy Father, that hereby ny Graces 
may be ſtrengthened, and my Sins de- 
ſrroyed : T hat I may lerve thee (1n- 
cerely and acceptab!y all tie days 
of this mortal Life, and in thy due 
[1:Ne attain thy everlaſting Kingdom ' 
through the Merits and Mediation 0 £-; 
Jeſus Chriſt, my blelſed Lord and 
SAVIQUr. Ames. 


£L PLaver 


fo? the Lows Supper. 


4 Pyaver whil: others are Re- 
' CerUINT. 


Lord, I praiſe thy Name that 
Thou arr pleaſed to admit me 
to the Congregation of thy People, 


to be partaker of the Communion 


of Saints, and in that to enjoy Ho- 
ly Fellowſhip with thy ſelf,and a com- 
fortable Earneſt of that glorious, 
perfect, moſt happy Communion 
thou haſt given us gronnd to hope tor 
in thy Kingdom : Grant, gracious 
Lord, that I may thankfully.and joy- 
tullv entertain this Privilege, aud 
be diſpoſed by it to Univerſal Chari- 
ty and Love unfeigned to thzie thy 
Peopie, and to all Chriſtians. And 
Lora help theſe thy Gueſts worthily 
to receive this preſent Token of thy 
| ove, and make them and me ſuch in 
reality and truth as weare here 1n this 
{olemn Profeſiion, thy obedient and 
faithful Subjetts. Let our hearts be 
&11T to 1 ee and ta cach other, that 


We 


FE.) 
\A 
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we may henceforth live in unity-and 


| brotherly Love, forgiving one ago- 


ther, forbearing one another, as God: 
for Chrilts ſake hath forgiven us; 
being pitiful and courteous, ready 
to do good and to communicate ; , to 
diſtribute to the neceſlities of thoſe 
that want, and prepared for every 
good work.: That Gods holy Name 
may be glorified, our Profeſſion a- 
dorned, Chriſtian People edified, and 
our Souls comforted with the Peaceof 
God, and peace of Conſcience here, 
and finally. rewarded. with the full 
enjoyment of the Love and holy com- 
munion of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt ; through Jeſus Chriſt our. 
Lord. Amen. 


Another. 


Lord, Thou God of Love, 
grant that as we thy Servants 


' are here met in a joynt and folemn_ 


remembrance of thy Son our Lord, 
in obedience to his Commands and 
Holy Appointment ; ſo all the Mem- 

bers 
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bers of thy Church may agree in 
the ſame common Profeſſion of thy 
Name, and. of thy Sons Religion ; 
performing the great Duties, and 
participating the main Ordinances 


with one accord, 1n one heart and 
one mind, that our Divigtons bei 


cur d and our Animoſities laid afide, 

the Scandals occaſion'd by them may 

be removed, Atheiſm and infidelity 

may be aſham'd, all wickedneſs , 

Spiritual as well as Carnal, may 

be diſcountenanc'd , and true pra- 

Ctical goodneſs advanced in the 
World : That Peace and Love, 
and all the bleſſed fruits of them , 
may abound, and true Religion 
inthe power of it, may gloriouſly 
increaſe; that the Profeſſors of it 
may no longer contend about Mrr, 
Anniſe, and Cumin, but heartily and 
ſincerely mind the great things of the 
Law; and particularly the Law of 
Love, that New Commandment, that 
we ſhould love one another : That we 
may return to the Primitive blefled 
temper of Holineſs and Charity, and 


ire- 
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frequent Communion ; that we may 
ſhew our Faith by our Works, and 
our Love by our Obedience; and not 
ſpend our zeal and ſtrength i in diſpu- 
Ling, but ingage the vigour of our 
Aﬀections and Reſolutiens 1n holy 
living, and hereby expreſs our afte- 
ctionate remembrance of Chriſt, and 
prepare our ſelves for that enjoy ment 
of him, which we expect through the 
Merits and Mediation of that bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour. Ame, 


_ 4 Paper when the Miniſt -r 
draws near with the Ele- 
nents. 


Leſi.d be thy Name, O Lerd, 
that I was born in a Chriſtian 
Land and admitted to thy Church 
by Baptiim , and have lived to a 
capacity of ſealing my Baptiſmal 
YO In mine own perſon : Lord, 1 

heartily take thoſe Engagements up» 


on my ſelf; I renounce all ſins, the 


works of the Devil,and worldly vyani- 


E185 
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ties and ſenſual luſts - I heartily be- 
lieve thy holy Religion, and fiicere- 
ly profeſs, conftantly to endeavour to 
obey thy Laws,and earneſtly implore 
the aſſiſtance of thy Grace and Spirit 
to enable me to keep theſe Reſolutt- 
ons ; through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. 
eAmen. 


A Prayer at the Rece:ving of th: 
Bead. 


Ord, I receive this broken Bread, 
the repreſentation of thy Body, 
In memory of thy wonderful Incar- 
nation, and meritorious Sufferings, 
and vow by it, that I wuil by the 
Grace of God perlſiit in the ſtedfaſt 
Faith of thy molt excellent Religion, 
and ſincere Obedience to thy moſt 
holy Laws, to my Lifes end. Amer. 


Another. 
Ora, T beſier G9 helo ny Hhclitf 
I tak2 this Sign of thy Body as a 
Token of thy Love, and ſeal of thy 
VromuYes, 


I 2 


9 
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Promiſes, to obtain for me the Par- 
don of my Sins, and the Salvation of 
my Soul, upon the terms of Faith and 
new Obedience : Lord, I ſtan to my 
part of the Covenant, and in ful! al- 
ſurance of Faith, I rely on the? tor 
the accompliſhment of thine : 5c ze 
unto me according to thy word. Amen. 


Another, 


Rant, O Lord, that this Bread 
_ of Life, receiv'd by me in 
ſtedfaſt Faith and humble Thankful- 
neſs,may refreſh and nouriſh my Soul, 
and be an effectnal. means of the 
growth of my Graces,and increaſe of 
my Comforts, till I come to Life E- 


verlaſting, through Jeſus Chriſt my 
Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer at the Recetving of the 
GlP. 


_ Ord, I remember with all hnm:: i- 
ty and gratitude the Eftufion of 
thy precious Blood for me, and the 
ALLONE- 
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Attonement made by 1t: Grant me 
ſuch a ſenſe of thoſe Sufferings as may 
awaken adue abhorrence of my fins, 
and ſuch an apprehenſion of that Pro- 
pitiation, as may encourage my ad- 
dreſſes to the Throne of Mercy for 
pardon and peace, and quicken my 
Endeayours in the ways of Repentance 
and holy Living, till I obtain the 
Bleſſings thou haſt purchaſed by thy 
Merits, and promiſed in thy Goſpel. 


Amen, 


Ancther. 


V Hat manner of Love was ths 

tbat while we were Enemies 
Chriſt dyed Lord, make me deeply 
ſenſible of this aſtoniſhing goodneſs ; 
and enable me to expreſs my thank- 
fulneſs by a conſtant and intire ſub- 
jection unto Him,who hat: bought me 
with the ineſtimable price of his moſt 
Precious Blood, to whom be pratie 


and adoration for ever and ever. 
Aren, 


Another. 
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Azinther. 


Ord, waih me from my ſins 
through that Blood which | nere 
OMMEnorAce ; that being deliver'd 
irom tlie tertors of ewlt and Wram, 
may ſerve thee without fear, in r1ghte- 
01/neſs and hulineſ; all the days of my life, 
according to the Precepts of thy 
6oſpel, which thou haſt enforced by 
thy holy Example, and ſcaled by tny 
meritorious Sufferings. Armen. 


A Prayer af.er /ccoiving in both 


Kinds - 


LL Glory,and Pratiic,and Ado- 
ration be given to thee, Lord, 
for all thy Benefits, eſpecialiy tor thy 
Son, for his Life ani Death, Reſur- | 
rection and Aſcenſion ; tor hs Do- 
ctrin2 and for his Exaivple © tor the 


anNpoIntment of tiiis Theme. if teat; 
for Ly Iracious HE at oy "on 3001 
MNCs to thy Table. \ 4nd] for £64! ag: 

NLELING, 


coz the Los Supper: x * 


mitting me the unworthieſt of them 


1 part2ky of thy Spiritual Daintics. 


{ef ine never forget this Love, or 
-aic to remember this dear Lord ; 
;.. cAtTVY the thoughts of him and tit 
,00 all my affairs, that they may re- 
zulate and direct the aCtions of my 
life, to the promoting his Honour, 
3nd expreſling my acknowledgments 
of his goodneſs : That at laſt I 
may partake of his Glory, and enjoy 
the full manifeſtation of his love , 
through his Merits and Mediation , 
in his Heavenly and evc: 'ilting King- 
dom. Armen, 


Another 


Lor:l, ! tiave NOW once more , 
O in confidence of thy gracious 
:\iſtance, entred into a ſolemn reſo- 
lution againſt my fins, to be more 
watchful over itt; ways, and to have 
more regards unto thy Laws. I moſt 
humbly ad penitently 1mplore thy 
pain for my manifold breaches of 
ſi, laced Vows; thoſe at hs 

all 


| 
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ard others ſince at thy Table: And 
now earneſtly beſeech thee to afford 
me ſuck meaſures of that Grace, 


which thy Son hath purchaſed and 


promiſed, as may be ſufficient to 
{trengthen my natural weakneſs, and 
to overcome my powerful temptati- 
ons ; that I may ſerve thee accept- 
ably, and faithfully, all the days of 
my life ; through Jeſus Chriſt my Sa- 
VIOUr. Amen, 


Another. 


Lord, Thou haſt ſealed to me 

the Covenant of thy Grace 
made to me in and through thy Son , 
and ailur 1 me ot the forgiveneſs of 
my Sins, *'.o PLE of thy Grace, 
the l 1; . oi thy Countenance, and 
the eno.nent of rhy 1 ve, upon the 
Condit:ons 21 Faith and Repentance. 
Lord, 1 ino!! inbmiſſively praiſe thy 
Divine Majeſty for th:is Grace, and 
wonderful condeſcention,in entering 
into Covenant with ſuch a worthleſs 
SINNer , | for everloye and adore thy 
 bletled 


ay 


——_—_— 
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bleſled Son, my dear Saviour, - for 
the Meritsof his Life and Death, by 
which he hath fatisfied thy Juſtice, 
and procured this gracious Covenant. 
Help me, O Lord, to abound more 
and more In acts of devout Praiſe anu 
Holy Love; and to give conſtant heed 
to the diligent and 1incere perform- 
ance of thole rea[»nable Conditions 
which thon hatt required, and I have 
accepted,and engaged to fulfil : That 
{ may obtain the effects of thy gra- 
ious Promiſes, through Jeſus Chrilt 
ny | ord. Aricn 


*. 


